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IBS 


News Releases 


1972 
IBS AFFILIATED CLUBS 


Pine Tree Rifle Club, Inc., c/o 
Ralph Skakel, IBS Director, 210 Bur- 
ton Lane, Johnstown, N. Y. 12095. 

South Creek Rod & Gun Club, R.D. 
#2, Gillett, Pa. 16925, c/o Jack Dem- 
ing, IBS Director, R.D. #1, Lawrence- 
ville, Pa. 16929. 

Lower Providence Rod & Gun 
Club, c/o George J. Etter, IBS Di- 
rector, 222 Walnut St., Spring City, 
Pa. 19475. 

Volunteer Rifle & Pistol Club, Inc., 
c/o J. E. Fowler, IBS Director, 1101 
Oaklett Dr., Knoxville, Tenn. 37912. 

Council Cup Rifle Range, c/o Wal- 
lace E. Hart, IBS Director, 300 West 
Fourth St., Nescopeck, Pa. 18635. 

Hamburg Rifle & Pistol Club, Inc., 
c/o Emmett A. Francis, IBS Director, 
Box 12, Hamburg, Pa. 19526. 

Izaak Walton League of America, 
c/o Charles W. Smith, IBS Director, 
2341 Breezewood Road, York, Pa. 
17404. 

Minnetonka Game & Fish Club, c/o 
Phil G. Carney, IBS Director, 5637 
James Ave. South, Minneapolis, Minn. 
55419. 

Sulphur Springs Rifle & Revolver 
Club, Muncy, Pa. 17756 c/o Charles 
Pardoe, IBS Director, R.D. #2, Mun- 
cy, Pa. 17756. 

Central Pennsylvania Rifle Club, 
Inc., c/o C. D. McElwee, IBS Di- 
rector, R.D. #1, Dauphin, Pa. 17018. 

Capital City Rifle and Pistol Club, 
c/o Maurice Hyde, Jr., IBS Director, 
R.F.D. #4, Augusta, Me. 04330. 

Camillus Sportsmen’s Club, c/o 
John Sagert, 910 N. Townsend St., 
Syracuse, N. Y. 13208. 


CONTEST WINNERS OF THE 
1971 MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 


l. Lloyd T. Allison of Gallatin, Tenn. 
won the Rem. 6x47 with 500 Detsch 
bullets. 

2. Paul Menjik of Central Square 
won the IBS Life Membership. 

3. Gary Falloon of Bourbon, Missouri 
won the Hart barrel. 

4. C. D. McElwee of Dauphin, Pa. 
won the Hart front rest. 


All other contestants were given 
a rising vote of thanks at the Annual 
Meeting on Jan. 9, 1972. 

Membership for 1971 was up 16% 
over 1970! 


Guthsville Rod & Gun Club, c/o 
George W. Elison, Recording Secy., 
P.O. Box 352, Allentown, Pa. 18105. 

South Florida Benchrest Shooters, 
c/o Edward Sempey, Secretary, 344 
N.E, 167th St., Miami, Fla. 33162. 

Liverpool Rod and Gun Club, c/o 
Richard J. Deneve, IBS Director, 803 
Liverpool Rd., Liverpool, N. Y. 13088. 

York Benchrest Shooters Club, c/o 
George Wachmann, IBS Director, 
1109 Morrison Heights Rd., Oakville, 
Ontario, Canada. 

McKinley Benchrest Shooters Club, 
c/o Albert Creighton, IBS Director, 
6087 Willowdale Ave., Waynesburg, 
Ohio 44688. 


Watervliet Fish and Game Pro- 
tective Assn., c/o Robert D. Anto- 
nucci, IBS Director, 49 Marshall Ave., 
Schenectady, N. Y. 12304. 


Reading Rifle & Pistol Club, Inc., 
c/o Malcolm E. Barron, IBS Director, 
11 Dartmouth, Beverly, Mass. 01915. 


Black Ash Sportsman, Inc., c/o Ed 
Beedle, IBS Director, R.D. #2, Car- 
line Drive, Meadville, Pa. 16335. 


* * * 


Altoona Rifle & Pistol Club, c/o 
John Kaylor, 709-4th St., Juniata, Al- 
toona, Pa. 16601. 


Millport Saturday Nite Shooters, 
c/o Harold Oslon, Shinglehouse, Pa. 
16748. 


Delmarva Sportsman’s Association, 
Inc., c/o S. Joseph Lesley, Exec. Sec., 
R.D. 2, Smyrna, Delaware 19977. 


Richmond Boro Gun Club, Ince., 
Staten Island, N. Y.—Edward Kno- 
bloch, 1544 Victory Blvd., Staten 
Island, N. Y., IBS Director; Joseph 
Vecchiarelli, 120 Ainsworth Avenue, 
Staten Island, N. Y. 10308, ClubSec’y. 


Belton Gun Club, Inc., P.O. Box 
605, Belton, South Carolina 29627. 
Contact J. K. Phillips, Secretary. 


Gallatin Gun Club, Gallatin, Tenn. 
37066. 


Town of Dryden Fish & Game Club, 
c/o Leon F. Macomber, Box 227, Dry- 
den, N. Y. 13053. 


Hartford Gun Club, Inc., So. Main 
St. - Route 187, East Granby, Conn. 
06026; Dave Brennan, IBS Director. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
BENCHREST SHOOTERS 


IBS Officers 


PDESIDENT 
Carl U. Lynn 
R.D. No. 2, Box 20 
Williamsport, Pa. 17701 
Phone 717 323-2507 


VICE PRESIDENT and 

MATCH SCHEDULE CHMN. 
Robert W. Hart 
332 Montgomery Street 
Nescopeck, Pa. 18635 
Phone 717 752-3481 

2ND VICE PRESIDENT 
Jack Deming 
R.D. 1, Lawrenceville, Pa. 16929 
Phone 717 827-2888 


TREASURER 
George J. Stannard, Jr. 
33 West Street 
Fair Haven, Vermont 05743 
Phone 802 265-4486 


SECRETARY 
M. H. Walker 
R.D. 1, Warren Rd. 
Mohawk, N. Y. 13407 
Phone 315 866-6971 


RECORDING SECRETARY 
Emory L. Tooly 
8 Cline Street 
Dolgeville, N. Y. 13329 
Phone 315 429-9227 


IBS MEMO 


IBS Targets — Charter and 
Life Members 


100 & 200 yd. BR Targets —500 per 
carton —are $11.25, less 10% to affili- 
ated clubs, plus postage. Hunter Tar- 
gets — 250 per carton—are $8.50 with 
same discount privilege to affiliated 
clubs; 500 Hunter (2 cartons) $16.25. 
Mail order to: Emory L. Tooly, Box 148, 
Dolgeville, N. Y. 13329, or to R. H. Hart, 
Nescopeck, Pa. 18635. 

The annual membership fee is $8.00 
—Life membership in IBS has been set 
at $125. Apply to the recording secre- 
tary for enrollment. IBS Affiliated Club 
Memberships $10.00. 


IBS rule books available at 50 cents 
per copy. 


IBS Charter Membership Patches and 
regular patches are available at $2.00 
each. 

When ordering Charter Membership 
patches please indicate your 1970 Card 
number. 


TRADING POST 


Groups of figures, abbreviations and 
initials count as words. Hyphenated word 
counts as two words. Name and address of 
advertiser is counted. Use full words in- 
stead of initials and abbreviations and make 
your meaning entirely clear. 


Classified type ads; no display. Rates:— 
10c per word per insertion, prepaid. Mini- 
mum cnarge $1.00. Closing date for ads is 
the last Saturday of the month preceding 
publication. 


FOR SALE 


Bench Rest rifle, scope built by Clyde Hart 
and Dave Hall $300.00. 
40XB, scope $250.00. 
52B, scope, coat, glove, sling, International 
sights $165.00. 
Edward Yashinsky 
2628 Oceanside Rd. 
Oceanside, N. Y. 11572 
516-536-4681 


WANTED 
RCBS - A2 Press. 
Clarence Bolling 
1123 Chapel Drive 
Greensburg, Pa. 15601 
Phone (412) 837-1454 


FOR SALE 
6x47 Sporter, 660 sleeved action, 2 oz. 
trigger, Hart barrel fired 500 rounds, made 
by P. J. & C. R. Hart. Gun, dies and cases 
$325.00. 20X Unertl 114” scope $75.00. 


WANTED 
Hart No. 4 action or complete heavy bench 
rifle. 
Jerry L. Guilds 
Lawrenceville, Pa. 16929 
Phone 717-827-2073 
717-827-2521 


A PRECISION CARTRIDGE 


PRIMING TOOL 


WITH “MECHANICAL” PRIMER FEED 


A rapid, efficient tool that will auto- 
matically insert primers with great ac- 


curacy in both rifle and pistol cases. 


Each:shell holder will handle two sizes 


of case heads. 


Priced at $28.80 (allow postage for 5 
lbs. and insurance) which includes shell 
holder, two priming rods (large and 
small), magazine tube, loading tube, 


sorting tray, instructions. 


Standard shell holder for .38 Spl. and 
.30-06. Extra shell holders (two cal.) for 
$2.00. 


This cartridge priming tool allows you 
to clean and to inspect the all important 
primer pocket YET SPEND NO MORE 
THAN AT THE LOADING BENCH. 


THE GUN CLINIC 
81 Kale St. Mahtomedi, Minn. 56557 


is 


1972 


Registered Match Schedule 


INTERNATIONAL BENCHREST SHOOTERS 


INTERNATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP TOURNAMENTS 


Fassett, Pa.—South Creek Rod & 
Gun Club, July 27 thru July 30, 1972— 
All Varmint International Champion- 
ship Tournament. Contact Laura An- 
drews, R.D. #1, Millerton, Pa. 16936. 

Wapwallopen, Pa., August 19 & 20, 
1972—Heavy Benchrest International 
Championship Tournament—Council 
Cup Range. Included will also be a 
Heavy Varmint Regular Registered 
Match. Contact Robert W. Hart, 332 
Montgomery Street Nescopeck, Pa. 
18635. 

York, Pa.— Izaak Walton League 
of America, Sept. 16-17, 1972—Hunt- 
er Rifle International Championship 
Tournament. Contact R. A. Linn, 
Secretary, 73 Jolo Way, York, Pa. 
17403. 

Stittsville, Ontario, Canada—Stitts- 
ville Benchrest Club, June 24-25, 1972 
—Canadian National Championship 
Tournaments — Heavy Bench, Ex- 
perimental, and All Varmint classes. 
Contact Clinton Benedict, Box 430, 
Stittsville, Ontario, Canada. Phone 
613-836-3871. 

Stittsville, Ontario, Canada—Stitts- 
ville Benchrest Club, Sept. 23 & 24, 
1972 — Internationa] Benchrest 
Championship Tournament 200 & 300 
yds. with H.B. or H.V. rifle. Con- 
tact Clinton Benedict, Box 430, Stitts- 
ville, Ontario, Canada. Phone 613- 
836-3871. 


OTHER REGISTERED 
IBS TOURNAMENTS 


Note: Watch these columns. There 
will be some additions and hopefully 
no changes. 


Stittsville, Ontario, Canada—Stitts- 
ville Benchrest Club, Apr. 22-23, 1972 
—Heavy & Light Varmint; Oct. 7 & 
8, 1972—Light Varmint & Hunter. 


Contact Clinton Benedict, Box 430, 
Stittsville, Ontario, Canada. Phone 
613-836-3871. 

Wapwallopen, Pa. — Council Cup 
Range, May 27 & 28, 1972—Heavy 
Benchrest & Heavy Varmint; July 
15 & 16, 1972—Penn. State Champi- 
onship, H.V. & L.V. classes. Contact 
R. W. Hart, 332 Montgomery Street, 
Nescopeck, Pa. 18635. 

Fassett, Pa——South Creek Rod & 
Gun Club, July 1 & 2, 1972—Choice 
of H.B. or H.V. with Sporter. Con- 
tact Mrs. Laura Andrews, Secretary, 
R.D. #1, Millerton, Pa. 16936. 


Johnstown, N. Y.—Pine Tree Rifle 
Club, June 17 & 18, 1972—H.B. & 
H.V.; Sept. 9 & 10, 1972—New York 
State Championship, H.V. & L.V. 
Contact Ralph Skakel, 210 Burton 
St., Johnstown, N, Y. 12095. 


OTHER REGISTERED 
HUNTER MATCHES 


York, Pa—Izaak Walton League 
of America, April 16, May 21, June 
18, July 16, Oct. 15, 1972. Contact 
R. A. Linn, Secretary, 73 Jolo Way, 
York, Pa. 17403. 


Hamburg, Pa.— Hamburg Rifle & 
Pistol] Club, April 23, June 11, 1972. 
Contact Emmett Francis, Box. 12, 
Hamburg, Pa. 19526. 


Wapwallopen, Pa. — Council Cup 
Range, May 7, 1972. Contact R. W. 
Hart, 332 Montgomery St., Nescopeck, 
Pa. 18635. 


Dauphin, Pa. — Central Pennsyl- 
vania Rifle Club, May 28, June 25, 
July 23, Oct. 8, 1972. Contact Robert 
L. Karper, R.D. #1, Dauphin, Pa. 
17018. 


Sulphur Springs, Pa. — Sulphur 
Springs Rifle & Revolver Club, June 
4, July 9, Aug. 6, 1972. Contact John 
E. Pfleegor, 304 So. Market, Muncy, 
Pa. 17756. 


PRECISION STAYNLESS STEEL MATCH TARGET BARRELS 


Blanks in calibers .224, 6mm, 6.5 mm, 7mm and .25 and .30 calibers available. 


also .22 rim fire blanks. 
For prices and particulars, write: 


Hart Rifle Barrels, Inc. 


LaFayette, New York, R.D. #2 


Telephone Tully, N. Y. Area 315 NX 6-5624 
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The Third Annual 


Winter Planning Meeting 


OF 


INTERNATIONAL BENCHREST SHOOTERS 


HELD AT THE HOLIDAY INN 
AT BINGHAMTON, NEW YORK 
JANUARY 8 & 9, 1972 


Dr. Garcelon opened the meeting 
at 9:40 a.m. on the 8th. 

The first action was a standing 
moment of silence for members who 
have passed on during the year— 
Art Glover, Pete Sipfle, Ziggy Gucfa, 
John Schrimgeour, Brunon Boros- 
zewski and Charles Kingsley. 

Directors present at the meeting 
in order to make up the two-thirds 
majority required by the by-laws are 
as listed: Wallace Hart, Council 
Cup; Jack Deming, South Creek Rod 
& Gun Club; Dr. Knox, Guthsville; 
Ralph Skakel, Pine Tree Rifle Club; 
Charles Pardoe, Sulphur Springs; 
Gerald Johnson, Central Pennsyl- 
vania; Wollens, Delmarva; Richard 
DeNeve, Liverpool; Emmett Francis, 
Hamburg, Pa.; George Wachmann, 
York, Canada; Allison, Gallatin, 
Tenn.; Edward Knobloch, Richmond 
Borough, Staten Island; Dr. Garce- 
lon, Capital City; Robert Lynn, York; 
George Etter, Lower Providence; 
Dutches, Camillus; and Robert Hart, 
Canton-McKinley (by proxy). Along 
with the Executive Board of Di- 
rectors, a total of 21 directors were 
present giving the required majority 
of two-thirds. 

The next item of business called 
for by Dr. Garcelon was the Treas- 
urer’s report from Clyde Hart. Bill 
Dunn as Chairman and George Stan- 
nard as part of the committee will 
audit the Treasurer’s report. 

The next item of business called 
for by Dr. Garcelon was the minutes 
of the second meeting of the Inter- 
national Benchrest Shooters. Since 
these were presented in Precision 
Shooting and read by essentially 
everyone present, it was moved by 
George Wachmann and seconded by 
Bob White that the minutes be ap- 
proved as printed. It was unani- 
mous. 

The next item of business called 
for was the committee reports from 
the various rifle classes. Bob White 
reported for the heavy gun, recom- 
mending a change in the course of 
fire to five matches at each range 
instead of ten. Other items were 
more matches for experimental class, 


a combination of the classes, prize 
money for the matches, and winter 
matches, as well as a suggestion for 
five-shot groups in addition to ten- 
shot groups. 

White also reported on the Heavy 
Varmint. No changes were recom- 
mended, although the matter of 
weighing was brought up. 

Jeanne Lynn reported on the Light 
Varmint with no changes recom- 
mended. 

Jim Stekl, Chairman of the Sporter 
Committee, was not in attendance, 
and a report was made by Wally 
Hart. The only item of importance 
brought up was weighing. 

The Hunter class was reported by 
Emmett Francis. The most im- 


portant subject was tie breaking. A 
shoot-off was recommended on all 
ties. 


Also, a recommendation was 


Your favorite .270 big game 
rifle is also one of the most 
potent varminters...when 
you load Hornady’s new 110 
gr. hollow point. With this 
bullet your .270 equals the 
best of the high-velocity var- 
mint rifles...for accuracy, tra- 
jectory and energy. 


Hornady’s HOT WEW 270 


This is the Production 
Acceptance Target 
Group size—.401 

5 shots — 100 yds. 


Write for complete 
bullet list 
and brochure 


Devastating, varmint-busting Hornady performance 


given to include all center-fire cali- 
bers and possibly a class for factory 
rifles, 

At this point, the meeting was 
turned over to Bob Hart, Chairman 
of the Board of Directors. Hart’s 
first action was to suggest that IBS 
sponsor a resolution against gun 
legislation and for eliminating the 
1968 gun law and for the support of 
all police. It was suggested that 
either Warren Page or Harlon Car- 
ter be requested to write this reso- 
lution. Dr. Garcelon offered to make 
the request of Harlon Carter. Steve 
Silver moved that this action be 
taken, Guy Green seconded, and the 
vote was unanimous. This was an 
action taken by members as well as 
the Board. 


The next item of business was the 
taking up of the agenda as printed 
in Precision Shooting for the last 
four issues. 

The referees’ school was discussed. 
Bob Hart reported on the second 
meeting at Fassett on October 9 that 
patches had been issued to those at- 
tending the referees’ school. The 
most important subject discussed 

(Next page please) 


Velocity’ Energy Bullet Path Clip this ad and check these 
Range (fps) (ft/lb) (200 yd. zero) ballistics with your other 
Muzzle 3400 2824 —135 varminters. 
100 yd. 3119 2377 1.1 
mi ser oe ee 9 ornady 

yd. 2598 1649 5:5 Bullets 

400 yd. 2359 1359 AD: HORNADY MANUFACTURING CO. 
500 yd. 2136 1114 —33.0 Dept. PS, Grand Island, Nebr. 68801 


Other Hornady Divisions: 
Pacific Tool Co./Frontier Ammunition 


Sectional Density: .205 
Ballistic Coefficient: .371 
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was the matter of weighing rifles. 
It was decided from the discussion 
that certified master weights would 
be required at all registered shoots 
and that the one ounce extra as in 
the past would be allowed, but that 
every effort should be made to cen- 
ter the scales with this weight and 
to mark the center if possible and 
not allow rifles to go beyond this 
weight under any circumstances. It 
was also decided that the referees 
would place the rifles on the scales, 
and the scales would be absolutely 
leveled and maintained in this man- 
ner so that there would be no ob- 
jections due to problems with moy- 
ing the scales around the range and 
not having them exactly leveled and 
balanced. Walker moved that these 
actions become a part of the rule 
book in addition to the present 
weighing rules, DeNev eseconded, 
and the vote of the Directors was 
unanimous. 

The matter of measuring of rifles 
was brought up. No action was 
taken. 

It was decided that all cross-fires 
should be signed by referees and that 
targets must be marked for caliber. 

The next meeting date was not 
decided. This was turned over to 
DeNeve, Clyde Hart, and Paul Hart 
for decision, with the place proba- 
bly at Liverpool. 

The scaling of targets on the wail- 
ing wall was brought up again, and 
it was recommended that no scaling 
of targets be allowed. 

The next item on the agenda— 
item three — Powder Puff matches 
at certain tournament, which would 
include an award for ladies who 
had never shot in competition, was 
turned over to the acting President 
of IBS for action. Walker moved 
this be done and Garcelon seconded. 
The vote was unanimous. 


Number four item on the agenda 
was a liaison committee with NBR- 
SA on measuring and so forth. Dr. 
Garcelon moved that the President 
appoint a committee, at least keep a 
committee active on this, Pardoe 
seconded the motion, and the vote 
was unanimous. It was stated that 
it was very likely that as soon as 
the present President was replaced, 
some action could accrue from our 
overtures. 

Item number five, the matter of 
restricting competition to members 
of IBS, was discussed. It was moved 
by Dr. Garcelon and seconded by 
Clyde Hart that we should leave this 
as it is; that is, charge extra for non- 
members but not require competi- 
tors to be members of IBS. 

Item number six, the paying of the 
Recording Secretary, was skipped 
for later action. 

Item number seven, establishing 
an international membership, was 
skipped for later action. 


Item number eight, changes in the 
benchrest rifle course of fire and 
rules, was discussed by many 
present. It was finally decided that 
for 1972, at least, 5 10-shot groups at 
100 yards and 5 10-shot groups at 
200 yards would be proper for the 
national course of fire. This action 
was moved by George Wachmann, 
seconded by Dunn, and the vote was 
unanimous. 


Item number nine, the elimination 
of the possibility of using barrel bed- 
ding blocks on varmint class rifles, 
was discussed. The final action as 
moved by Allison was to leave the 
rules as they now stand. DeNeve 
seconded, and there were three op- 
posing votes. 

Item number ten, the use of .22 
calibers and/or unmodified factory 
rifles in the Hunter class compe- 
titions, was brought up. It was final- 


WICHITA 


RIFLE REST 


$34.50 
PREPAID 
Black baked enamel - wrinkle finish 


No tools required - easy hand adjustments 
Cast iron and steel construction for maximum 


stability 
Precision rolled threads 


Chrome plated hardware - hardened pointed 


leveling screws 


Non-rotating and contoured nest to prevent 


sand bag from moving 
Fully-adjustable fore-end stop - 544” 
horizontal - 3” vertical 
Total weight 11 pounds, 8 ounces 


WICHITA ENGINEERING & SUPPLY, INC. 
P. O. Box 11371, Wichita, Kansas 67202 


PRECISION 


ALSO 
Precision Unrestricted 
Front & Rear Rifle Rest 


THE WICHITA PRECISION RIFLE REST IS USED BY 
BENCH REST SHOOTERS THE WORLD OVER 


ly decided, after much discussion, to 
leave these rules as they now are. 
This was moved by Garcelon, second- 
ed by Allison, and the vote was 
unanimous. 

Item number eleven, classification 
of Hunter rifle competitors accord- 
ing to equipment rather than by 
score, was also discussed to some 
degree. It was finally decided that 
no action would be taken on this; 
but after much discussion, it was de- 
cided to change the name of Novice 
Hunter to Marksman, since the name 
Novice did not seem to have quite 
the proper connotation. Walker 
moved this action, Pardoe seconded, 
and the vote was unanimous. 


At this time, the Treasurer’s re- 
port auditing committee Chairman 
Bill Dunn reported that the Treasur- 
er’s report was in order. DeNeve 
moved that it be accepted, Wally 
Hart seconded, and the report was 
accepted unanimously, 


Dr. Garcelon brought up the point 
that Warren Page wished to have 
IBS sanction his new book to be 
printed by Winchester Press on the 
history of accuracy. It was decided 
to give the Executive Committee the 
right to sanction after reviewing the 
contents. White moved this action, 
Silver seconded, and the vote was 
unanimous, 

Discussion of the changes to the 
by-laws was introduced. Walker, as 
Chairman of this committee, report- 
ed that as requested, Article III 
under membership, Section I, it was 
recommended to change this section 
to read “consist of six classes, add- 
ing a junior associate and _inter- 
national organization member.” As 
a result of these additions, Section 
6 would be added. “A junior mem- 
ber shall be any person under the 
age of 16 years who is a member of 
the same household as an individual 
member and shall pay reduced dues 
to be determined by the Board of 
Directors. He would otherwise be 
the same as an associate member.” 
Section VII — “An international or- 
ganization member shall consist of 
any national shooting group outside 
of the USA representing that nation, 
this to be decided by IBS Directors. 
Interchange of shooting registration 
between nations or competitors who 
are members of these groups shall 
be observed. The rate for inter- 
national organization members will 
be decided by the Board of Di- 
rectors.” Article IV, meetings, Sec- 
tion III, quorum, Item I, would be 
changed to read, instead of two- 
thirds majority, a simple majority of 
the Directors or their proxies. If a 
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simple majority was not available, 
the number necessary to make a 
simple majority would be voted by 
the IBS members present. 

Article V, Board of Directors, Sec- 
tion I, was changed to read “com- 
posed of President, Vice President, 
second Vice President, Executive 
Secretary, Treasurer, and preceding 
President,” and so forth. Section 3, 
Meetings, Item 5, would be changed 
to read the same as Article IV, Sec- 
tion 3, quorum. 

Article VI, Section 1, was changed 
to read “composed of President, Vice 
President, second Vice President, 
Executive Secretary, Treasurer, and 
preceding President,’ and so forth. 

Article VII, Section 1, was changed 
to eliminate Recording Secretary and 
substitute second Vice President. 
This action was questioned by Dr. 
Garcelon and a vote was taken to 
make sure that the job of Recording 
Secretary was eliminated from the 
by-laws. Section 4, Article VII, was 
changed to read “President, Vice 
President, second Vice President, at 
even-year elections and Executive 
Secretary and Treasurer at odd-year 
elections.” At this point, there was 
some discussion also of the appoint- 
ing of the second Vice President. It 
was decided that the Executive Com- 
mittee and the Directors would ap- 
point the second Vice President for 
at least a year’s term, at which time 
he could be duly elected, or another 
person replacing him, by the elec- 
torate. 

Article XI, changed to read in- 
stead of Recording Secretary, second 
Vice President. Under Section 1, 
the second Vice President shall per- 
form the duties of President or Vice 
President in their absence. He shall 
assist the Vice President in his duties 
as Match Chairman and Chairman of 
Board of Directors. His duties are 
to become familiar with the oper- 
ation of the organization and the 
Executive Board in preparation for 
the possible duties as Vice President 
and President. 

This concluded the by-law action. 
All items were voted on by the Di- 
rectors. Votes were unanimous. 

Item twelve of the agenda, recom- 
mendation of establishnig an Ad- 
visory Board or Council with voice 
but without vote, made up of ex- 
Presidents and Vice Presidents, 
would also require an amendment to 
the by-laws. It was decided that 
this action would be of value, and 
DeNeve moved and Etter seconded 
that the Board of Directors be given 
the power to accomplish this action. 
The vote was unanimous. 
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Items thirteen and fourteen were 
taken care of in the by-law changes. 


Item fifteen, match fees —it was 
decided, after much discussion, 
moved by Wachmann and seconded 
by DeNeve, that the price of regis- 
tration at the international champi- 
onships be raised to $8 and $12, from 
the present $5 and $7.50. The vote 
was unanimous, 


Item sixteen, the requirement of 
alternating benches in all registered 
matches, was discussed in some de- 
tail. Walker moved that the rules 


stay as they now are, Allison second- 
ed, and the vote was unanimous. 


At this point, work was begun on 
the match schedule, and the prizes 
were presented to the winners of the 
membership (IBS) contest conduct- 
ed during the year. Lloyd T. Allison 
won the 40XBR 6x47 rifle, Paul Men- 
jik is the recipient of the IBS Life 
Membership, Gary Falloon won the 
Hart barrel, and C. D. McElwee the 
front rest. 

A rising vote of thanks was pro- 
posed for the non-winners. 

(Next page please) 
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At this point, Dr. Garcelon noti- 
fied us that there were 96 in at- 
tendance at this third annual meet- 
ing. 

No action was taken on item seven- 
teen. 

Item eighteen of the agenda, the 
business of shooting in champion- 
ships the Sporter and Light Varmint 
both at 100 yards on one day and at 
200 yards on another day, was dis- 
cussed. It was moved by Deming 
that we allow this as a means of 
saving time for the host club. It was 
seconded by Garcelon, and the vote 
was unanimous. 


Item number nineteen, stickers for 
weighed rifles at registered tourna- 
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ments, was also discussed at some 
length. Final action was moved by 
Wachmann to strike from the agen- 
da, seconded by Etter, and the vote 
was unanimous. 


Item twenty, the assignment of 
squading times — no action was 
taken. 

Item number twenty-one, the com- 
bining of experimental and heavy 
bench, seemed to be the item of im- 
portance under the discussion of the 
report, but it was brought out that 
this particular item should be in the 
agenda if action was to be taken. In 
any case, the feeling at the meeting 
was that no action should be taken 
for 1973, and DeNeve moved to table. 
No second or vote was required since 
action would not be allowed by the 
by-laws. 

Bob Hart brought out the fact that 
we had not considered the Aus- 
tralians’ recommendations for their 
rule changes, and it was decided, 
after discussion, that the Australian 
rules should be allowed to go through 
as recommended in their corre- 
spondence. This action was moved 
by Robert Hart, seconded by Wach- 
mann, and the vote was unanimous. 


It was decided also at this time 
that the International Measuring 
Committee should be left up to the 
Executive Committee for action. 


At this point, it was also decided 
that targets must be submitted by a 
national organization in order to be 
considered for international records 
or world records. Wachmann moved 
that this action be taken, Garcelon 
seconded, and the vote was unani- 
mous. 


Discussion of the heavy bench 
classes was brought out by Ted 
Boughton — that a fund should be 
established by donation or whatever 
means to better promote the heavy 
gun classes. More on this later. 


Discussion of the breaking of ties 
under the Hunter class — Wachmann 
moved and Pardoe seconded to turn 
the recommendations for the break- 
ing of ties over to the Hunter class 
committee plus the Executive Com- 
mittee, since there did not seem to be 
complete agreement amongst those 
present. The vote was in favor. 


Item twenty-three, the discussion 
of whether a competitor should re- 
ceive more than one tie at a champi- 
onship shoot, Wachmann moved that 
we adopt the agenda recommen- 
dations, Clyde Hart seconded, and 
the vote was against this action with 
only one voting for it. Ed Knobloch 
moved that we leave the presen- 
tation of ties as it now stands, Knox 


seconded, and the vote was in favor 
with one opposed. 

At this point, the items for new 
business were brought up. 


Emory Tooly suggested that world 
record targets be returned after 
measurement by the Official Com- 
mittee. This was moved by Knox, 
seconded by Clyde Hart, and the 
vote was unanimous to return all 
record targets. 

At this time, Dr. Garcelon took on 
the job of distributing the door 
prizes. The first item, the Hart 
barrel, was won by John Dewey, 
who of course is a_ barrel-maker, 
and he immediately offered to raffle 
it, with the returns from the raffle 
to go to the heavy gun fund. Gelety 
won the barrel on the raffle, and the 
return from the raffle to go into the 
heavy gun fund was $96.04. Item 
two was three subscriptions to PS 
to be given to a friend by the win- 
ner. Clyde Hart was the winner of 
one subscription, Dr. Garcelon was 
the winner of a second, and George 
Wachmann was the winner of a 
third. Otto Bean offered some of 
his very fine work with metal as a 
third prize. Bill Dunn won this item. 
Dr. Garcelon had offered a set of 
dentures provided the wearer could 
make the trip to Maine for their de- 
livery. Pardoe won this one. Dr. 
Knox had also offered some work 
with which your scribe is not fa- 
miliar. This was won by Gelety. 

At this point, the installation of 
officers was called for, and _ the 
Chairman of the Nominating Com- 
mittee reported, after examining the 
returns, that our new President was 
Carl Lynn and our new Treasurer, 
George Stannard. 

After considerable discussion be- 
tween Dr. Garcelon and Robert Hart, 
it was decided that Carl Lynn, the 
new President, would appoint an 
Awards Committee. 

The next item of business was the 
appointing of a second Vice Presi- 
dent. Bob Hart nominated Jack Dem- 
ing for this office, and the vote of 
the Directors was unanimous. 

At this time, Bob Hart moved that 
the Executive Committee ratify the 
action of the Board of Directors. 
This was seconded by Tooly, and the 
vote was unanimous. 


The Directors and members meet- 
ing was adjourned, and the Execu- 
tive Committee discussed the job of 
Recording Secretary. 

It was decided that a service 
charge would be included in the bill- 
ing of targets and that Bob Hart 
would handle the items by making 
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out an invoice in triplicate, one go- 
ing to Tooly, one to the purchaser, 
and one being kept by Bob Hart. It 
was also decided at this point that a 
larger inventory would be required 
since our printer has some difficulty 
at times to procure paper. 

George Wachmann asked for the 
floor and thanked the IBS for their 
assistance in getting benchrest shoot- 
ing started in Canada. 

The meeting was closed at 11:35 
a.m. on Sunday, the 9th of January, 
1972. 

One thing which seems to. have 
been missed in the previous record- 
ing of the Minutes was the item of 
membership fees for international 
organization members, It was voted 
on by the Executive Committee and 
the Board of Directors to charge $25 
per year. 

Other items of interest also not in- 
cluded in the Minutes were that Carl 
Lynn, the new President, was es- 
sentially sick in bed for the full 
meeting with some affliction which 
he had brought with him from Wil- 
liamsport. Allison, the representa- 
tive from the Gallatin, Tennessee, 
club, came at the insistence of Mr. 
Tooly and Mr. Walker, but was not 
able to collect his first prize as a 
part of the membership campaign 
held during 1972 due to the fact that 
the rifle had been shipped to Bob 
Hart in error rather than having 
been delivered as promised by Mike 
Walker. It is hoped that he will not 
regret having attended the meeting. 
Certainly, we all enjoyed making his 
acquaintance and hope that he will 
be able to realize his ambitions in 
getting benchrest started in his area. 


The “happy hour” and the buffet 
on Saturday night were complete 
successes with entertainment by Dr. 
Knox with the accordion and _ his 
wonderful and talented voice. 


Dr. Garcelon presented the door 
prizes to the ladies with his usual 
affability and demonstration of af- 
fection for the ladies. 
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The 
President’s 
Message 


I am starting the first of what is 
hopefully a series of communications 
from the president with the mixed 
emotions of gratitude, humility and 
apprehension. Grateful, in that I am 
the recipient of the greatest honor 
among shooters. Humble, in the 
knowledge that one person can not 
adequately serve our select section of 
society in the manner they deserve. 
And, apprehensive in that I may not 
always make the right decisions to 
benefit the most people. In the latter 
I will have and will seek the advice 
of good counsel. 


The other side of the coin exudes 
confidence. It is a confidence in the 
assurance that if work, love and re- 
spect for shooters and the desire to 
serve well, can accomplish progress 
and success in 1972 then we are 
already successful. 


May we start now by soliciting the 
advice and suggestions of I.B.S. mem- 
bers to make our organization con- 
tinue to be the finest of its kind in 
the world. Our Canadian and Aus- 
tralian brethren are not excluded 
from this request. 


Recent appointments for the en- 
suing year are Mr. Jack Deming to 
the office of 2nd Vice President and 
member of the Executive Board and 
Mr. Emory Tooly to the office of 
Recording Secretary. The president 
is confident that both are fine men 
and will enhance the harmony of 


L.B.S. Sincerely, 
Car] Lynn 


— NOTICE — 


We need extra copies of January and 
May 1970 Precision Shooting maga- 
zines. Anyone with extra copies 
please send to us. 

Precision Shooting, Inc. 

P.O. Box 148 

Dolgeville, N. Y. 13329 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


As a suggestion for future issues of 
Precision Shooting, how about including 
more technical information in your arti- 
cles? E.G., Dave Brennan wrote an ex- 
cellent article on the 6x47 cartridge but 
did not include any of the cartridge di- 
mensions, or methods of chambering 
and as a serious rifleman speaking to 
another, you know we need to do this. 
I am considering chambering a 6mm 
target barrel which I possess- for this 
cartridge and would desperately like to 
know more of the technical dope on it. 
Not just the fact that it is a necked-up 
.222 mag. By the way, can you tell me 
who can supply a 6x47 reamer, how 
much and how soon? I want a 6x47 
reamer with a tight neck. 

Reg. Gale 
84 Clive Road 
Kitchener, Ontario 


See Technical Column on page 10 for 
Mike Walker's reply to above. 
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Technical 
COLUMN 


M. H. WALKER 
Technical Editor 
R.D. 1, Warren Road 
Mohawk, N. Y. 13407 


Following is Mike Walker’s reply to 
Mr. R. E. Gale’s “Letter to the Editor’ 
on page 9. 


Emory Tooly has asked me to 
reply to your question of December 
29. Enclosed is a data sheet on the 
6x47 chamber and cartridge. It is 
probably my fault that Dave did not 
have more technical data as I proba- 
bly neglected to give it to him. 

Good reamers are available from 
F. K. Elliott, P.O. Box 785, Ramona, 
California 92065, and Keith Francis, 
P.O. Box 343, Talent, Oregon 97540. 
Prices should be obtained from them. 


How tight is tight when you say 
“tight neck”? The clearance be- 
tween loaded round and chamber 
shown in the data sheet is .002” on 
the diameter, .001” on each side. My 
own experience with tight neck 
chambers indicates that this clear- 
ance gives the best results from es- 
sentially every criteria used. Nor- 
mally it will allow the firing of 
factory brass to straighten up and 
round it out ready for neck turning. 
Neck turning gives a uniform wall 
thickness and lets one fit the thick- 
ness to the sizing die in use. The re- 
sult is exactly the right neck tension, 
strict alignment of bullet and case 
body (aided by minimum sizing), 
and long case life. 


A tight neck which is intended to 
eliminate sizing, with an inside ledge 
for bullet seating depth is too diffi- 
cult to maintain in my experience. 
First, it does not allow for different 
seating depth, very often required as 
loads are varied or as the barrel 
wears in the throat area. Second, 
any thickening of the neck wall 
caused by a smooth chamber or 
heavy loads (necessary in the .222 
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M. H. Walker 


and 6x47 for best accuracy) requires 
continual inspection and reworking 
to maintain a safe combination. I 
and others have tried it. I advise 
against it. —M.H.W. 


308 CAL. LOADS FOR 
LONG RANGE 

I am a member of the International 
Benchrest Shooters and a regular 
reader of your “Technical Column” 
in the Precision Shooting magazine. 

I have had built a target rifle, not 
for benchrest shooting, but for the 
NRA 200, 300, and 600 yd. position 
matches. I used a pre-’64 Winches- 
ter Model 70 action (with clip slot 
for rapid fire loading), a 26” Hart 
barrel in .308 Win. with 1 in 12 twist, 
and a laminated walnut stock. The 
action and about 2” of the barrel 
are glass bedded with the remainder 
floating. 

Regarding your experience with 
the .308 in benchrest and other 
shooting I was wondering if you 
would recommend some loads to try 
Also, I would 
appreciate any information concern- 
ing care of the stainless steel barrel. 

In an article by Pete Brown in the 
1971 Sports’ Afield GUN ANNUAL 
(High Power Accuracy Secrets) in 
which he interviewed four of the 
top “high-power” shooters, all four 
shooters used 40 gr. 4350 and the 
168 gr. Sierra B.T. bullet at 200 and 
300 yds. (.308 Win. loads). With the 
.308 at 600 yds. they went to the 185 
gr. Lapuan B.T, or 200 gr. Sierra 
B.T. bullets and from 46% to 49 gr. 
of 4350. 

They didn’t give their reasons but 
they all used 4350 with every load. 
Would you recommend sticking with 
4350 or would you try one of the 
ball powders or another IMR series? 

I have heard that using a dry 
bronze brush only is the best way to 
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clean a stainless steel barrel, using 
this after every 15-20 rounds. What 
have you found to be the best 
method? 

I would appreciate very much any 
information you could send me con- 
cerning the above questions or any 
other information that you feel will 
be of interest. Thank you very much 
for your time. 

Charles H. Murphree 
1268 Village Dr. - Apt. 212 
Lexington, Kentucky 40504 


* * * 


4350 might work the best in your 
.308 OTC loads but bench rest shoot- 
ers swear by H-380 and 4895. Some 
use 3031. With the 168-grain, bench 
rest shooters use 43 to 48 grains of 
H-380 bullets seated to touch lands 
hard, or 38 to 41 grains of 4895, or 
37 to 40 grains of 3031. Bench rest 
shooters, when they use the heavier 
bullets, which is seldom, use the 190 
boat tail hollow point Sierra. The 
faster powders, such as 3031 or 4895, 
seem to work the best when the 
bullets are seated back to work 
through the magazine. 

The Lapuan bullets we have ex- 
amined run a good .001” large for 
the best bench rest barrels. They 
might or might not work in your 
M/70; Hart barrels are usually mini- 
mum, 

A bronze or brass brush with 
Hoppe’s No. 9 is the best way to clean 
a stainless barrel. This has been 
covered so often in these columns; 
I am asking editor Tooly to send you 
one of the magazines. —M.H.W. 


REPORT ON INTERNATIONAL 
POSTAL MATCH 
Mr. George Wachmann 
1109 Morrison Heights Drive 
Oakville, Ontario, Canada 


Mr. Max H. Coady 

148 Western Highway 
Westmead, N.S.W. 2145 
Australia 


Gentlemen: 


Enclosed are the dope sheets from 
the postal results in the United States 
and Canada. The IBS Measuring 
Committee did not measure all of the 
targets due to the fact that the origi- 
nal measurements were quite accu- 
rate. On all targets measured the 
aggregates came out within 0 to .004” 
difference. For this reason the origi- 
nal measurements were used on all 
targets. About 75% of the targets 
were measured. Therefore the re- 
sults reported by Australia are O.K. 
as submitted. 

We will print all results in the 
March issue of Precision Shooting. 


One thing we missed was the dope 
on Australian equipment and loads. 


Average aggregates: 
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2nd Postal USA .3935 —.3906 
2nd Postal Australia 5845 = 5502 
1st Postal Canada 6745  =.6469 


Hope this is satisfactory with you. 
Have a good shooting season this 
year. —M.H.W. 


.222 BRASS & SCOPE POWER 


I had the pleasure of meeting you 
the last day of the Nationals at Wap- 
wallopen along with many other con- 
genial people. The only way you’d 
remember me is by the endless 
questions I asked and you patiently 
answered. Since that time I’ve 
jumped in with both feet, bought a 
slighly used Hart (Bob) rifle, rest, 
dies, scope, etc., etc., and will make 
an attempt at competing come early 
spring. 

I still have endless questions but 
will only bother you with a couple. 
First, is .222 Rem. brass impossible 
to get everywhere or only in my 
area? Seems all other calibers are 
available except this one. 

Second, which is more desirable 
and why — bullets that are tight in 
the case or ones that are loose (and 
seat easily)? 


Also, I bought a new Lyman Super 
Targetspot 30X and Unertl posa- 
mounts for it and am wondering if 
it will be too much power or might 
give me problems. I know most use 
20, 24X but this was a really right 
price so I bought it. 

I really enjoy your writing in P.S. 
and have learned a lot in recent and 
back issues. 

Robert Yerkes 
137 S. Westview Avenue 
Feasterville, Pa. 19047 

* * * 

.222 brass is never plentiful in 
areas where bench rest shooters 
hang out. Try Bob Hart, 301 Mont- 
gomery Street, Nescopeck, Pa. or 
Gopher Shooter’s Supply Company, 
Inc., 21 N.E. 10th Street, Faribault, 
Minnesota 55021. 


I personally (and many other 
shooters) prefer the neck of the case 
to just hold the bullet solidly. That 
is just enough tension to prevent the 
bullets from falling down onto the 
powder. .22 caliber bullets can be 
reduced in diameter by too much 
neck tension. Also, it seems that 
more consistent ignition, etc., occurs 
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when the bullet is seated into the 
lands by the primer ignition. 

Your 30X Targetspot should be OK, 
but suggest that you keep the wind- 
age and elevation thimble binding 
screw tight on your Unertl mount. 
The member contacting the scope can 
rock if the binding screw is not kept 
tight. I usually keep mine so that it 
needs to be loosened before adjust- 
ments can be made. —M.H.W. 


RECOIL PADS ON BR RIFLES 


I started shooting fifty years ago 
with a little old Remington falling 
block 22 and am still learning. Last 
gun I bought was a Rem. model 870 
TB trap shotgun, Next one if I can 
swing it will be a 40X BR. 

I am having a problem with my 
7x57 light varmint rifle. It is very 
inconsistent, but shows promise if I 
can find the what is it in the wood- 
pile. 

I would like to know what the ex- 
perience of veteran benchresters on 
the use of rubber recoil pads on 
benchrest rifles. I note none of them 
seem to use them. That is except 
the 1000 yarders shooting those roar- 
ing magnums. 

Henry R. Stole 
Charter member IBS 781 
347 Marshall Smith 
Del Rio, Texas 78840 
* * * 

Assume you are using either the 
168-grain Sierra HPBT or the 125- 
grain Speer and that you are using a 
10” twist in your 7x57. If the barrel 
is 10” twist, the Sierra would proba- 
bly be more satisfactory than the 
125-grain. My advice would be to 
find a powder slow enough that the 
168-grain can be seated against the 
lands. Check also with Frank Ter- 
rill. He has a small case 7mm. 

Most bench rest shooters use either 
a hard butt plate or a thin rifle pad 
of “rubber”. I have not seen a re- 
coil pad on a bench rest rifle. It 
would seem that a recoil pad could 
affect the handling from the bench. 

Tirrell’s address is: Goshen Road, 
Williamsburg, Mass. 01096. 

(Next page please) 


A BETTER SCOPE MOUNT 


On® {°] {0} 


GET YOUR SCOPE OFF THE BARREL with this 
unique one piece bridge mount for target 
scopes providing easy, positive alignment. 


Made from light weight aluminum alloy, and 
designed for use with Remington rifle model 
40X, 40XB, and short model 700 series—and 
Redfield #3200 ana Unert! Posa-mount scopes, 
this bridge mount makes barrel tapping un- 
necessary. Price $15.00 postpaid. 


Bridge Mount Company P.O. Box 3344 
Lubbock, Texas 79410 
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GOOD LOADS FOR 
6mm INTERNATIONAL 

I have a 6mm/International with a 
Sako action and a 24 inch Douglas 
sporter barrel. It has a 14” twist. I 
am using a 10X Leopold scope. 

I have tried many loads of 3031 
with 60 gr. and 75 gr. Sierra bullets. 
The best results were obtained by 
using 60 gr. Sierra bullets and 34 gr. 
3031 (1/2 inch in a 5 shot group). 
My average is about an inch and I 
am not satisfied with these results, 
therefore I would appreciate any re- 
loading data you could send me. 

The only reloading data I have is 
from Parker O. Ackley’s Handbook 
for Shooters and Reloaders which 
was for a 12” standard twist and 
used only 3031 and 4064. I would 
also like to know some good loads 
using some other powder. 

J. H. Fram, Jr. 
Route 2, Box 178A 
Powhattan, Va. 23139 


* * * 


Not too many are using the 6mm 
International for competitive bench 
rest shooting. For this reason the 
loads have not been developed as 
much as have those for other cali- 
bers. 

With 60-62 grain bullets I would 
try 4198, about 27 gr., or 3031 about 
30-34 gr., or RL7 about 28 gr. to start. 
With Detsch 70-grain or Sierra 75 
try about 30 gr. 3031 to start. H380 
or 748 might work with 70 or 75 
grain. You could probably start with 
35 grains of H380 and work up. 748 
would take less, probably about 33 
grains to start. 


Under any circumstances, you 
would need to work up a load for 
each powder using your rifle and 
components. —M.H.W. 


NEW ONE PIECE SPRING STEEL, Du- 
Pont SURLYN (R) coated Bench Rest 
cleaning rods. 
22, others later. 


STAINLESS STEEL BENCH REST 
BARRELS. 


LITTLE SHAVER, case neck turning 
tools. 


Cals. available 17 & 


Bench Rest K/O sizing dies and straight 
line seaters. 


Bore savers, cleaning rod guides. 


Send 16° cents in stamps for complete 
lists, instructions and sample Practice 
Bench Rest targets. 


J. DEWEY 
GUN COMPANY 


Gunsmiths & Barrelmakers 


Clinton Corners, New York 12514 
Tel.: (Area Code 914) 266-3421 
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TO SEAT OR NOT TO SEAT 
6/47 CAL. BULLETS 

In the May, 1971 issue of Precision 
Shooting you made the statement, 
“Hart barrels require the bullets to 
be seated to just miss the throat, 
while Remington barrels require the 
bullet to touch the lands hard es- 
pecially with H-380.” 

This had reference to the 6/47 cali- 
ber, but I am wondering if this is 
an observation that applies to other 
calibers such as the 7.62 NATO. Is 
the seating requirement attributable 
to the shape and dimensions of the 
throat? Is it also related to the speed 
of burning of the powder used? Can 
you give me the dimensions of the 
throat used in the Remington 40X, 
7.62 NATO? 

Clyde Hart gave me the dimensions 
of his throat for the .30 calibers a 
few years ago. As I recall it, he uses 
a short parallel section about .3083” 
diameter and perhaps .150” long, then 
a taper to bore size. 

A couple years ago, I gained the 
impression from articles in Precision 
Shooting that many of the bench rest 
shooters were finding better accu- 
racy resulted from backing the bullet 
off from the lands, in some cases a 
rather appreciable amount, but later 
articles don’t seem to confirm this. 

Would appreciate any comments 
you may have. 

Creighton Audette 
RFD 1, Box 55 
Highland Circle 
Springfield, Vt. 05156 


* * * 


Originally Clyde Hart’s 6x47 throat 
was somewhat shorter than pro- 
duced by Remington. For this reason 
pressures were somewhat higher and 
in many cases it was not necessary 
to seat the bullets to touch the lands 
with the H-380 load. In fact, more 
Hart rifles in this caliber shot 4198 
loads with the bullets seated back 
from the lands. 

In the 6x47 with relatively long 
throat, the H-380 loads worked very 
well but required that the bullet be 
seated hard against the lands in 
order to raise the pressures to the 
point where results were uniform. 
In the smaller calibers, such as the 
.222 and the 6x47, very few people 
have developed successful loads with 
the bullets seated to touch the lands 
other than this one instance. 


As far as I know, the .308 shooters, 
at least those loading for bench rest, 
are seating their bullets to touch the 
lands and most of them are using 
H-380, a relatively slow powder, or 
4895. My own opinion is that light 


bullets with relatively fast powders 
work best seated away from the lands 
and that relatively heavy bullets 
with slow powder will often give the 
best results seated to touch the lands 
hard. Each individual rifle and load 
combination needs to be worked out. 


As far as I know, Clyde Hart is 
using the standard .308 chamber 
which can have a straight section 
in the throat anything over .114” in 
length. This throat is used in the 
40XB repeaters. The single shots 
have a longer throat, about .170” in 
length. —M.H.W. 


IMPORTANT 


Please let us know, well in ad- 
vance, what your new address will 
be. Send your old address too — even 
better, enclose the address label from 
a recent issue. The Post Office will 
not forward your copies unless you 
pay extra postage, but we will see 
that your “Precision Shooting” reach- 
es you, without interruption, if you 
notify us six weeks in advance of 
your move. Write to Precision Shoot- 
ing, c/o The Journal & Courier Co., 
Little Falls, New York 13365. 


When giving your address please 
add your Zip Code number. 


IBS LIFE MEMBERSHIP 
$125.00 


SUGGESTED FINANCE SCHEDULE 
FOR INSTALLMENTS 


Two payments of $62.50 
Three payments of $50, $40, $35 
Four payments of $35, $30, $30, $30 


Those wishing to elect installment 
payments may start any time. The 
only requirement is that the $125 be 
paid within a 12 month period. With 
the first payment a Provisional Life 
Member card will be issued. At 
completion, the official card will be 
mailed. Send to IBS headquarters, 
Box 148, Dolgeville, N. Y. 13329. 


International 
Benchrest Shooters 
CHARTER MEMBER 
DIRECTORY 


The IBS Charter Member Directory 
is now available to all Charter Mem- 
bers at $1.00. 


The Directory is six by four inches 
and contains all Charter Clubs, indi- 
vidual members, life members, and 
associates. 


Please include your Charter Mem- 
ber number when ordering. Make 
check or money order payable to 
“International Benchrest Shooters”, 
Box 148, Dolgeville, N. Y. 13329. 
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Public Firearms Accidents 
Show 10% Drop in 1970 


What’s the greatest risk a hunter 
takes in pursuit of his sport? It’s 
not the time he spends hunting but 
the time he spends behind the wheel 
getting there and going home. 

According to 1970 National Safety 
Council figures just released, the 
hunter’s chances of incurring a fatal 
driving accident are about 67 times 
greater than those he encounters in 
the field. 

Further digging into the NSC re- 
port reveals that public firearms fa- 
talities in 1970 dropped by an im- 
pressive 10 per cent from 1969. This 
improvement was unmatched by any 
other public accident category. 

What was behind this significant 
drop? According to authorities such 
as Warren Page, executive vice-presi- 
dent of the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation, increased education is 
probably a major factor. He states, 
“More and more novices are being 
schooled in safe gun handling before 
they ever hunt or visit a target range, 
and firearms accidents should pre- 
dictably decrease.” 

In particular, youngsters by the 
thousands — and the numbers leap 
every year — are attending young 
hunters safety clinics such as those 
organized by the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation. Or, they are tak- 
ing the National Rifle Association’s 
hunter safety training course, ad- 
ministered by individual instructors 
throughout the 50 states. 


Although only 16 states require 
safety training prior to obtaining a 
first hunting license, voluntary at- 
tendance in the other 34 states is 
surprisingly big — sometimes exceed- 
ing mandatory state enrollments. 

In 1971 alone, it is estimated that 
over half a million youngsters will 
complete courses in safe and courte- 
ous gun handling. 

If all hunters were to join with 
these newcomers in following the 
commandments of firearms safety, 
next year’s report from the Nation- 
al Safety Council should be even 
brighter. 


GUNSTOCKS 


| ‘| Send for FREE 


GUNSTOCK 
Information 


REINHART 
FAJEN, INC. 


Dept. PS, Warsaw, Mo.'65355 


IBS 
SHOOT REPORTS 


CAPITOL CITY 
RIFLE & PISTOL CLUB 
REGISTERED HUNTER MATCH 
October 31, 1971 
21 Competitors 


B. Mikkola took top honors with a 
230 total. W. Jones placed second 
with a 228 score. A. H. Garcelon 
was third Master Class shooter with 
a score of 222. R. Burn shot a 226 
competing in the Marksman Class. 
This is the new designation for the 
Novice Class, a 1972 rule change. 
Second Marksman was M. Torpacka, 
scoring 222. J. Jura with a 215 was 
third Marksman. 


GALLATIN GUN CLUB, INC. 
Gallatin, Tennessee 
December 11, 1971 


The Gallatin Club enjoyed its first 
Registered BR Tournament and ac- 
cording to reports it was highly suc- 
cessful. 

Three classes were held — Heavy 
BR (5 - 10 shot groups) at 100 yds., 
Light & Heavy Varmint at 100 yds. 

In the L.V. class Macy Briley, of 
Bonita, Tenn., an experienced rest 
shooter, took first (.4536 agg.). Clyde 
Redford was second (.6916). Twelve 
competed. Macy used a 40X BR 222 
cal., Detsch bullets pushed by 21.3 
grains of R-7. 

Twelve competed for top honors 
in the H.V. class. Again Macy Briley 
was top dog (.3922). Richard Haley 
anchored second (.4896). All twelve 
shooters competed in the Heavy BR 
100 yd. shoot. Morris Lightfoot of 
Bowling Green, Kentucky, shot a 
.4510 100 yd. aggregate with a 18 lb. 
222 Rem. Magnum. 27.5 grains of 
748 BR behind Sierra BR bullets 
turned the trick. Richard Haley of 
Rockwood Terrace, Tennessee, was 
only .0002 off the pace (.4512). Rich- 
ard’s gear consisted of a .308 cal. 
Rem. 600, Hart barrel and smithing, 
168 grain Sierra bullets pushed by 
27 grains of H-380. My, what a light 
load reported. His entire equipment 
weighed 30 pounds. 


RIDGE SPORTSMEN’S CLUB 
Hilton, N. Y. 
HUNTER MATCH 
September 26, 1971 


The Ridge Sportsmen’s Club held a 
Hunter Rifle match on Sunday, Sept. 
26 at their range in Hilton, N. Y. 
There were 23 shooters who com- 
peted in one of the 8 classes offered. 
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Our Hunter matches are unique in 
the fact that these 3 classes are scaled 
to include any long firearm from a 
muzzle loader to the Heavy Varmint 
benchrest rifle. A disadvantage be- 
cause of the firearm or sighting 
equipment is compensated for by 
giving the competitor a larger target. 

Class 1 is the standard Hunter rifle 
class using IBS rules and the IBS 
Hunter rifle target. Winner of this 
match was Jerry Sliker with a score 
of 238-3X. Second and third places 
went to Leon Weld and Ed Plow 
with scores of 236-7X and 226-1X 
respectively. 

Class 2 is our Varmint class in- 
cluding varmint rifles up to and in- 
cluding HV benchrest rifles. The 
standard IBS Hunter target is used 
in this class also, The winner of this 
match was Art Blensinger with a 
score of 249-10X. Second and third 
places went to Dick Otis and John 
Collins with scores of 249-6X and 
245-6X. 

Class 3 includes any rifle which 
will not meet the requirements of 
the first two classes or would be 
greatly handicapped in one of these 
classes. Open sights or a scope up 
to 4 power may be used. The size 
of target used for each competitor in 
this class is up to the discretion of 
the match officials. First and second 
places went to Rodger Burkhart and 
Dick Szalla with scores of 231-4X 
and 230-3X. 

We have had much better turnouts 
at our matches since modifying the 
classes to include just about any fire- 
arm. Our Class 3 had two .22 rim- 
fire rifles, a 38-55, and a 30-30 using 
cast bullets competing. For more 
information on how we run our 
Hunter matches, contact Ted Bough- 
ton, 410 Stone St., Rochester, N. Y. 


14616. 
Rodger Burkhart 
Reporter 


HODGDON 


4831° RIFLE POWDER 
GETS THE BIG ONES! 


This is the most popular of all 
powders for the Ackley and 
Weatherby type magnums. Out- 
standing performance may be 
expected with medium and heavy 
bullets in the 6mm’'s, 25/06, and 270. 


1 1b. Can $1.95 only 
Available at Your Dealer 


HODGDON POWDER CO., INC. 
SHAWNEE MISSION, KANSAS 66202 


The Rule Book 


By LT. COL. RICK HORNBECK 
RD #1, Box 51 
Pine Bush, N. Y. 12566 


There is evidence at about every 
registered match we attended this 
past year that there are some com- 
petitors who have a limited under- 
standing of the rule book that is used 
to control all IBS matches. If you 
do not have a copy of the rule book, 
it is strongly recommended you get 
one and read it. Takes just a few 
minutes, and could save you the 
heartbreaking experience of having 
a Referee walking up and disqualify- 
ing your equipment from a match. 
A copy can be had for just 50 cents 
from Emory Tooly (Box 148, Dolge- 
ville, N. Y. 13329). A few minutes 
reading and you become an up to 
date, professional competitor. 


When the Referees are selected at 
a match, they accept the responsi- 
bility of maintaining all functions of 
that match within the framework of 
the current rule book. They must 
be firm but fair, and know the con- 
tents of the rule book, both in fact 
and intent. The Range Officer and 
Referees will always give the bene- 
fit of any doubt to the competitor, 
which is the way it should be. But 
some equipment and practices press 
the limits of the rule book to, and 
sometimes beyond the limit, and 
every competitor should not only ex- 
pect, but insist that the Referees 
correct or disqualify a shooter or 
equipment that does not maintain 
the meaning of the rules. 

There will be that small percent- 
age who will try to bend the rules 
by hunting up a loophole and justify 
their actions and/or equipment based 
on their private interpretation. The 
rule book of a decade ago was a bit 
ambiguous in part. It was written 
to be as unrestrictive as possible. 
Under the direction of Bob Hart, 
then President of the bench shooting 
clan, it was rewritten and clarified. 
This was a great improvement. We 
have a good rule book today, and re- 
strictions and rules have been held 
to a minimum, giving us all as much 
flexibility as possible. The means 
for a member to offer a change in 
rules, and procedures established so 
that every member can make his 
opinion known about that suggested 
change, have been guaranteed by IBS 
by-laws. 

We have indicated that the Range 
Officer and Referees have responsi- 
bilities, and we might point out there 
are some items they are not responsi- 
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ble for. They may, for example, see 
a rifle that looks like it might be 
pushing the weight limit for its class, 
let the competitor register and start 
the match. They can, and do, call 
for a weight check at any time, and 
if that suspected rifle is overweight, 
that competitor is disqualified from 
any placement in that match. He 
may of course continue to take part 
in the match, but without hope of 
placement. The Range Officer and 
Referees do not have the responsi- 
bility to point out that possibility to 
the competitor. It just isn’t their job 
to make sure each shooter knows 
the rule book. If they are asked a 
question, they do have the responsi- 
bility to give a valid answer. 

I most strongly recommend that 
any new rifle be made several ounces 
under maximum weight for that 
class. The few ounces involved aren’t 
going to make any difference in that 
rifle’s performance. Then, if the 
stock takes on some weight from 
high humidity, or some minor ad- 
dition, such as a trigger shoe being 
added, it will still be in the proper 
weight range. There are just as many 
top performing Heavy Varmint rifles 
in a match that weigh 12 to 12% Ibs. 
as those that weigh in at the very 
limit. Last year’s annual meeting 
assured properly calibrated scales 
will be at each registered match for 
use by competitors to check their 
equipment before the official weigh- 
in. 

Removing weight from a rifle gets 
kind of sporty on the range, so best 
we get that done at home. Don’t 
forget to put the scope on the rifle 
before a weight check, and any other 
little items, like a sun shade. Weight 
comes down at a good rate when we 
start cutting off barrels, or doing 
some slight turning down. We gain 
very small amounts of weight re- 
duction by removing wood from the 
stock unless the stock is very heavy 
and dense. Even then, the gain is 
slow. If we are putting a rifle to- 
gether for the coming shooting 
season, it helps to do some weight 
checking of stock, barreled action 
and scope before it is started. 


There is one rule that is observed 
being broken and in direct violation 
of the rule book that seems to show 
up at matches. That rule concerns 
the front sandbag and the definition 
of sandbag in the good book on page 


5: “d) SAND BAG shall be a bag 
without additions or container the 
cover of which shall be capable of 
being easily flexed by the fingers 
and the contents of which shall be 
a dry, finely divided non-metallic 
substance such as, but not limited to, 
sand, gravel or grain, without addi- 
tive, packed loosely enough so that 
the bag shall be easily deformable 
by pressure of the fingers.” Note, 
please, “capable of being easily 
flexed” and “easily deformable by 
pressure of the fingers.” When we 
see a front bag on a stand that is 
perhaps 3/16” thick under the rifle, 
with a bearing surface on the flat of 
a forearm of 7 to 9 square inches, 
we get a bit suspicious this bag isn’t 
very flexible except with a hammer. 
A rifle and stand comes to mind, and 
with the addition of a return to 
battery stop on this Heavy Varmint 
rig, it would almost be ready for a 
Experimental class rifle match. 


It’s possible, of course, that the 
owner of this rig doesn’t know he’s 
pressing his luck with the first group 
of Referees that want to get a bit 
iron tailed. 


None of us want to see additional 
rules that will restrict our activities. 
We have what we think are minimum 
restrictive rules that make possible 
orderly and safe conduct of match- 
es. There isn’t any evidence at any 
matches we have attended that our 
Range Officers are likely to miss or 
overlook unsafe practices by the 
shooters. We are blessed with a 
dedicated group of Range Officers. 

There is all the information and 
guidance necessary for the competi- 
tor in our rule book. If you can 
answer the following questions, you 
either have a rule book and have 
read it or you are just naturally 
smart. 

1. What does the shooter do to 
prevent becoming disqualified if his 
first sighter shot prints on the record 
target? 

2. What procedure does a com- 
petitor follow if he fires a shot on 
another shooter’s record target? Is 
he disqualified? 

3. What can a competitor do if he 
does not agree with the Referees and 
feels aggrieved at a decision of the 
Range Officer or Referees? 


Anyone can make an honest mis- 
take with full knowledge of the rule 
book and without any intent to bend 
arule. But a copy of the rule book 
can almost eliminate that possibility. 
It can only add a measure to the 
total group’s professional perform- 
ance at bench rest matches. 
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The 


Rifleman’s 
Corner 


By GARY L. ANDERSON 
R.R. 2 


Axtell, Nebraska 68924 


Coaches and athletes in every sport 
want both quantitative and sub- 
jective methods of measuring the 
state of training of the athlete. These 
measurement methods give important 
clues as to the athlete’s state of 
training and his readiness for im- 
portant competition. 

The most obvious, and to many 
shooting coaches the only, method 
of measuring training progress is 
scores. I would certainly agree that 
this is the starting point. Scores 
fired in daily training and regular 
competition are the best indicator of 


The 
Training 
Effect 


what the condition and capability of 
the shooter is. 

This is why it is so important to 
keep a good record of every score 
fired. This is why I have always 
recommended keeping a shooting 
diary or score record book. If care- 
ful records are not kept it is too easy 
to remember the good scores and 
forget the bad scores, all of which 
has the result of deceiving the shoot- 
er into thinking his training is pro- 
gressing better than it really is. 

There are also important reasons 
why looking only at scores is taking 
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GARY L. ANDERSON 


a rather unsophisticated surface 
view. First, in order to improve a 
shooter’s skill and develop the best 
kind of training program, it is neces- 
sary to have a detailed understand- 
ing of the changes marksmanship 
training produces in the physiologi- 
cal and psychological responses of 
the shooter’s body. The changes 
which marksmanship training pro- 
duces constitute the so-called “train- 
ing effect” as it relates to shooting. 

There are other reasons for want- 
ing to measure the training effect on 
a shooter. Practice scores, for ex- 
ample, don’t always accurately pre- 
dict how a shooter will perform 

(Next page please) 
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under pressure. Complete prepa- 
ration to fire under the intense 
pressure of Olympic or World 
Championship competition, for ex- 
ample, requires judging the readi- 
ness of the shooter to compete by 
looking at more than just his prac- 
tice scores, 

Training effect indicators may also 
yield important clues as to why 
shooters are having trouble. During 
our high altitude training for the 
1968 Olympics and even during our 
first days of training at Mexico City, 
I was having great difficulty getting 
decent 300 meter scores particularly 
in standing. Judging by my scores, 
I just wasn’t in good enough con- 
dition to fire the kind of scores it 
would take to win the 300 meter gold 
medal. 

Yet I also knew that judging by 
every training effect indicator I 
understood, I was in great condition. 
It was this knowledge that told me 
to keep on believing that I really 
was performing very well. It kept 
me from losing my confidence and 
caused me to look for the reason in 
my equipment. Fortunately, a few 
days before the match our team gun- 
smith discovered that the firing pin 
was so tight in the bolt it was delay- 
ing the firing pin fall. 

The quantitative and qualitative 
measurements of the training effect 
in beginning shooters are simple and 
straightforward. They can be rather 
easily evaluated by a shooter who 
is a careful observer and is honest 
with himself. The coach, on the 
other hand, cannot see many of these 
effects, but he can learn to evaluate 
each of his shooters’ observations to 
know how they are progressing. The 
training effect indicators as they re- 
late to beginning shooters are these: 

1. HOLD QUALITY. Stated simply, 
how steady does the shooter hold 
the rifle? This is the basic ingredi- 
ent to all shooting improvement, and 
a beginner’s training should strive 
to steadily improve his ability to 
hold the rifle still. 

2. HOLD CONTROL. Most hold 
patterns have two component parts, 
the movement of the rifle within the 


Peathins SHOOTING 


Is your Magazine. Any suggestions 
as to Content, or ideas that will improve 
our Magazine will be greatly appreciated. 
Send all replys to: 


EMORY L. TOOLY, Editor 
8 Cline Street 
Dolgeville, N. Y. 13329 
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basic wobble area and the deviations 
which this wobble area makes away 
from the aiming point. The im- 
portant question here is how well 
the shooter is able to keep his basic 
wobble area centered on the bull. 
The wide unexpected movements of 
the wobble area away from the bull 
are a frequent cause of bad shots, 
but they are gradually eliminated as 
the shooter gains full control of his 
hold through training. 

3. TRIGGER CONTROL. For the 
beginner, trigger control means first 
of all the elimination of trigger mis- 
takes like jerking through training 
and increased mental discipline. It 
also means the development of a 
sense of subconscious timing that al- 
lows the trigger to be released in 
coordination with his hold control. 

4, POSITION CONSISTENCY. 
How well does the shooter precisely 
reproduce his own particular ideal 
position variations? How consistent 
is he with the pressures that he ap- 
plies to the rifle? How much diffi- 
culty does he have in getting his 
natural points of aim oriented on his 
aiming bull? 

* * * 

As a shooter progresses to ad- 
vanced levels of training and compe- 
tition, he will become aware of other 
important training effects. He will 
notice that not only is his ability to 
hold the rifle and control the trigger 
getting better, but that other changes 
in the function of his body and mind 
are also taking place. 

In attempting to identify these 
changes, I make no pretense at being 
exhaustive. To my knowledge, no 
one in the West has ever tried to 
purposely identify them at all. The 
medical, monetary and coaching re- 
sources needed to do that kind of 
research will have to come from a 
national association that wants to 
do more to improve shooting than 
just approve a rifle match or select 
an international team once in a 
while. 

Since we are a long ways from 
that point right now, we’ll have to 
rely on personal observations and 
experience hoping that I might 
stimulate other shooters to articulate 
training effects they have identified. 

The training effects of rifle marks- 
manship training which I have ex- 
perienced, studied or have used to 
evaluate my own training progress 
are these: 

1. HOLD STABILITY. As with the 
beginning shooter, hold stability is 
still the key to everything else. As 
a long term training effect, shooting 
experience produces an almost con- 


tinual increase in hold stability. This 
process apparently continues into 
the forties and perhaps fifties when 
the aging process has already start- 
ed to reverse many other training 
effects. 

2. HOLD QUALITY. The kind of 
quality of hold movements are often 
more important to advanced shoot- 
ers than the size of the movement 
area. Regular consistent oscillations 
are often more useful than irregular 
motions. Rapid motions within a 
given hold area sometimes make it 
more difficult to keep shots on call. 
An important training effect is the 
increasing regularity and decreasing 
speed of hold movements. 

3. HOLD INTERRUPTIONS. While 
the beginner must occupy himself 
with just trying to keep his wobble 
area centered, the advanced shooter 
is much more concerned with the 
times when his hold is interrupted 
or suddenly shifts away from his 
point of aim, Most of his bad shots 
occur when such movements occur. 
Whenever I went back into training 
for an important international com- 
petition, I always noticed how these 
hold interruptions and wild breaks 
away from the bull slowly disap- 
peared as my months of training 
progressed. 

4. HOLD ANTICIPATION. A good 
trigger control technique is based as 
much on what the hold will do as it 
is on what the hold is doing. Even 
the slow squeeze technique that re- 
lies so much on hold stability still 
requires the shooter to be able to 
sense when the hold is going to 
change or deteriorate. As training 
progresses, the shooter becomes 
more and more able to sense, mostly 
subconsciously, when the hold will 
get worse. This is his signal to stop 
pressing on the trigger. A shooter 
who is not in condition just does not 
have a feel for what his hold is go- 
ing to do or when not to pull the 
trigger. The out of condition shoot- 
er senses only what he can see and 
that is too late. 

5. PULSE CONTROL. Most shoot- 
ers are aware of how pulse beat can 
cause excessive hold movement. 
They know that pulse movements 
are often accentuated by incorrect 
positions or sling location, but they 
probably do not know that the pulse 
of the highly trained shooter is sub- 
consciously suppressed during the 
time the rifle is held on the bull. 

When I was in Czechoslovakia in 
1969, their national shooting team 
doctor asked if he could wire me 
for an electrocardiogram for some 
shooting experiments. When their 


PRECISION SHOOTING FEBRUARY ’72 


Doctor Kryl showed me the tape 
after my shooting I saw how my 
pulse rate would drop by about 20 
percent each time I began holding on 
the bull and then resume its normal 
rate after the shot was fired. 

The reduction of the pulse rate is 
an ideal effect which obviously helps 
to steady the rifle, but we never 
thought it was possible to control 
the pulse. Apparently the skilled 
shooter’s body has subconsciously 
developed this ability without any 
deliberate effort by the shooter him- 
self. This is one of the best ex- 
amples of identifiable changes. that 
take place in a shooter’s body after 
prolonged marksmanship training. 

6. CONCENTRATION FOCUS. To 
me, one of the best clues as to what 
kind of shape I was in was what I 
concentrated on when I worked on 
the shot. If I had to concentrate on 
what certain parts of my body were 
doing or on pulling the trigger or on 
how someone else’ was shooting, I 
wasn’t in a very good state of train- 
ing. Oftentimes, concentration on 
the action of some part of the body 
was necessary in the early stages of 
a training program because this is 
a valid technique for teaching the 
body to physically master the move- 
ments of the rifle. Each time some 
part of the body is singled out for at- 
tention, however, an attempt should 
be made as soon as possible to change 
this action to a subconscious action 
that no longer requires concentra- 
tion. 

If a shooter is able to concentrate 
solely on his hold and/or wind con- 
ditions (depends on position), then 
he is usually well trained. The train- 
ing effect illustrated here is the 
gradual sublimation that occurs as 
training progresses of virtually all 
of the physical actions of the body 
to semi- or subconscious actions 
which require no deliberate concen- 
tration. 

7. VISUAL ACUITY. <A shooter’s 
general visual acuity does not 
change, but his visual acuity as it 
relates to aiming does increase as a 
measurable training effect. Someone 
with 20/20 vision is able to see a 
one minute of angle variation, yet 
a highly trained marksman is often 
able to see a variation of only three 
or four-tenths of a minute. Many 
shooters can literally pick the spot 
in the 50 meter ten ring where their 
shot will go, even though 20/20 
vision should theoretically allow 
them to see an aiming variation no 
smaller than the whole ten ring. 
This change is the result of long 
term training. 


8. VISUAL PERCEPTION. I have 
always felt that measurable visual 
acuity was one thing and the ability 
of the shooter to interpret these visu- 
al signals quite another. I almost 
always had trouble shooting good 
air rifle scores when I attempted to 
shoot air rifle after a long period 
of smallbore or bigbore training. I 
conjectured that the reason for this 
was that the air rifle target is pro- 
portionately bigger and produces a 
different kind of aiming image. I 
had to shoot on that target awhile 
before my mind could usefully in- 
terpret the visual signals which it 
was receiving about the hold. 

The improvement in accuracy in 
calling shots is another method of 
observing the change in visual per- 
ception which takes place during a 
period of training. In contrast to 
changes in visual acuity, however, 
which are long term and long last- 
ing, this is a skill which can be lost 
or retrained in a matter of weeks. 

9. SHOT RELEASE TIMING. Jack 
Jones was a pre-med student and 
All-American rifle shooter at Akron 
University in the middle 1960’s. He 


used an electrocardiogram to identi- 
fy another important training effect 
in shooting. In attempting to find 
out if there were physiological re- 
sponse differences between average, 
good and world-class shooters, he 
observed that the timing of the shot 
to occur just before the start of the 
P wave on the shooter’s electro- 
cardiogram occurred with a frequen- 
cy directly proportional to the skill 
level of the shooter. The two world 
class shooters he tested released the 
shot just before the start of the P 
wave about 90% of the time, while 
average shooters did this only about 
as often as statistical chance would 
permit. 

This too, is a subconscious train- 
ing effect, but it certainly helps to 
illustrate how a shooter's body does 
change in training as well as why 
just being able to hold a rifle steady 


is not the only ingredient to shoot- 
ing success. New knowledge about 
other training effects and how to 
produce them through training will 
have a marked effect on the com- 
petitive results of future competitors. 


BENCHREST 


Shooting Primer 


Should one be inquisitive about the 
sport of Bench Shooting, but doesn’t 
know how to start, he should read 
these instructions: 


The act of Bench Shooting consists 
of sitting at a bench with a rifle rest- 
ing on sand bags. The object of this 
position is to eliminate, as much as 
possible, the errors encountered in 
the process of holding and firing a 
rifle. Bench Shooting is a sport, com- 
petitive or individual. The personal 
satisfaction gained in the ability to 
place one bullet on top of another, 
thus making a one hole group at 100 
Yards and often at 200 Yards, has 
captivated an enthusiastic interest of 
many shooters for this kind of sport. 
It is particularly suited to both men 
and women who are not interested 
in indulging in the more vigorous or 
active sports. Therefore many Bench 
Shooters are of the older set. This 
does not mean, however, that it does 
not present a challenge to the young- 
er shooter; it will engage and tax his 
capabilities as well. 


The current popularity of this kind 
of shooting was generated in the 
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years 1949 and 1950. At that time a 
competitive program was introduced 
and has since been expanded. 

Once an individual has selected the 
most appealing Bench Class, it is very 
important that he attends some of the 
Matches. Here he will learn much 
by asking questions, observing the 
equipment and methods used for 
loading and shooting. Any Bench 
Shooter is more than anxious to help 
a newcomer. 


The equipment needed to partici- 
pate is available, for the most part, 
from PRECISION SHOOTING adver- 
tisers. It includes rifles, telescopes, 
rests, sand bags, loading tools, bullets, 
cleaning materials, powder, primers, 
ete, 


Should an individual or a club 
wish further information, write to 
M. H. Walker, R.D. #1, Mohawk, N. Y. 
13407; or the Editor of PRECISION 
SHOOTING. 

Lastly, if possible, get the advice 
of a person in the game before mak- 
ing purchases. 
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Prone Shooters... 
AND THE OLYMPICS 


It all began for me at the tender 
age of twenty-nine. A few days ago, 
having just caught up with Jack 
Benny in years, I can now look back 
upon ten happy and rewarding years 
of target shooting. One of the best 
articles that I came across in my 
“early years” was written by Gary 
Anderson. Appearing in the Rifle- 
man, it inspired me to take up po- 
sition shooting. I dry fired kneeling 
and offhand every evening — and as 
those scores got in better shape than 
my prone scores, I entered a few 
one-day prone matches to sharpen 
up that position. They were enjoy- 
able, and I made sure I did not miss 
any more “outdoor” matches. Ah! 
But those were the innocent days! 
Not knowning such a thing as wind 
doping existed, it made strategy 
much easier! So we learned, and we 
suffered through strategical errors. 
The competition was rough! Prone 
matches always are, and the game is 
as many faceted as the proverbial 
diamond. 

In July, in Precision Shooting, Gary 
Anderson wrote a fine article on the 
prone position. The meat of the 
article was preceded by three para- 
graphs, in essence, suggesting the re- 
moval of the prone match from the 
international shooting events and 
the relegating of the prone sport to 
“recreational” shooting. 

I respect Gary, have shot with him, 
exchanged an occasional letter and 
greeting card with him, but I can not 
understand his action. It was upset- 
ting to me, to say the very least. It 
upset many other prone shooters. 

Wondering what reactions other 
shooters had to the article, I did the 
simple thing and asked them. Prone 
and position shooters. It was most 
gratifying to discover that every 
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single position shooter with whom 
I communicated agreed that not only 
should there be a prone match in all 
international games, the Olympics 
and World Games included, but that 
prone shooters should have the op- 
portunity to qualify for those teams. 
It would seem that on the West coast, 
at least, Gary is in a minority po- 
sition with respect to this situation. 
I hope and trust that the same idea of 
fairness prevails across the country. 


I showed Gary’s article to some 
people outside our shooting game— 
people for whom I hold a great deal 
of respect. I explained the present 
method used in this country to pick 
our International teams for the Olym- 
pics and World Championships. It 
should be mentioned when we start 
discussing what we are going to do 
with 18,000 registered prone match 
shooters. I explained that the Inter- 
national rifle events are three: the 
50 meter position match, the 300 
meter position even, and the English 
or 50 meter prone match. Four 
representatives are chosen from each 
country to fire these three matches. 
As the practice stands at this time, 
no United States prone shooter is 
allowed a chance to qualify for the 
team. Only position shooters are 
taken. They shoot our match. As 
Gary mentioned, they do shoot it 
well. They have won some medals. 
Gary forgot to mention that the 
reason the prone shooters have not 
won an equal number of medals (or 
more) is that they have been pro- 
hibited from making the team, even 
though they might win the tryout! 
The answer to this rather deplorable 
situation by my non-shooting friends 
was simply: “Politics!” I fear that 
may be too true. I, as you, find it 
terribly difficult to win or place in 
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an event in which we are prohibited 
from entering. 

Gary’s points in his article dealt 
with the fact that he thinks prone 
matches are decided more by equip- 
ment than the competitor himself. 
Let me say right here, that in all the 
matches I have:entered, I have yet 
to see any won by arifle. Pressure, 
physical. coordination, great desire, 
and wind doping make the differ- 
ence between top contenders, and 
not their equipment. They are pri- 
marily the top contenders because 
they have learned through many 
hours of work and analysis to dope 
wind the best and hold the rifle the 
steadiest. And in the group of medal- 
ists, you have to hold very well! An 
x-ring hold will not suffice. You 
have to train for and learn to hold a 
small fraction of the x-ring or ISU 
ten-ring. If you can hold on a bullet 
hole at one hundred yards you are 
there. Shooting techniques especial- 
ly adapted to the prone match con- 
ditions and the time factors will help. 

A few months ago, I drove the 400 
miles to Los Angeles to visit those 
good people and to take part in the 
California State Prone Champion- 
ships. As usual, they put on a splen- 
did match. Friday is a nice easy day 
to practice on the Los Angeles Rifle 
& Revolver Club range. It is more 
like a family get-together with time 
for gentle ribbing. The chips aren’t 
really down until 8 A.M. Saturday. 
I was most pleased to hear on that 
particular Friday that Allan Knowles 
from Whittier, California, who is 
rapidly gaining the reputation as be- 
ing one of the toughest prone shoot- 
ers in the country, had equalled the 
1600 iron sight aggregate Open 
Record. Seems he had taken ad- 
vantage of some fair-to-middlin’ con- 
ditions at Prescott, Arizona the previ- 
ous weekend. I have seen him fire 
a 40x in BAD conditions. Give him 
something decent and he is off into 
high orbit! It was also a pleasure to 
visit with Vic and Karla Auer and 
inspect Vic’s gold medals and other 
mementos from his victorious trip 
to Cali, Columbia the month before. 
The Pan American Games English 
match winner with his easy modesty 
was still justifiably proud of his ac- 
complishment. 

But, then . a cold sobering 
thought. As good as these men are, 
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and there are other equally adept 
members of the prone clan in Cali- 
fornia and across the nation ... as 
good as all these people are, they can 
never qualify for the Olympic or 
World Championship United States 
teams because of the present prac- 
tice prohibiting prone shooters from 
firing their own event! This hurts, 
especially when you know these fel- 
lows and know what they have con- 
tributed to the game, know what 
they have sacrificed to gain their 
positions of eminence. A rule or 
practice, whatever, that keeps them 
from being able to reach their high- 
est potential has to be terribly wrong. 
Wrong and grossly unfair. 

’ To support his contention that 
prone should be taken out of the 
International shooting competitions, 
Gary states in the November issue of 
Precision Shooting, in an article at- 
tempting to rebut Vic’s rebuttal of 
his July article, “equipment quality 
is a major factor in prone victories.” 


In my opinion, Gary is mistaken. 
One would get the idea from his 
articles that all a junior has to do is 
rush out and buy or build a custom 
rifle, select some “hot” ammo, then 
push all of his mother’s bric-a-brac 
off the family mantle to make room 
for all of his trophies. 


Jim Hill, Vic Auer, Allan Knowles, 
and I in California all use factory 
barrels. These barrels have at one 
time or another been used in win- 
ning the big prone matches in El 
Monte, the well-known Los Angeles 
Rifle Club range — well-known and 
well-visited by the cream of the crop. 
These barrels also have all been used 
in setting national prone records. My 
own rifle is a Winchester 52D, the 
only custom part is a Kenyon trigger 
which, of course, we swear by. The 
barrel was UNSELECTED. Recent- 
ly, on a very easy range at 50 yards 
with scope, it produced 471x’s out of 
480 shots. A few of those x’s were 
lost to conditions. Two or three 
shots were pure question marks in 
my mind and could have been due to 
wind, ammo, rifle, or myself, I do 
not know. I think there are better 
rifles on the line. Certainly, there 
are better ones than mine, but a tre- 
mendous amount of time and study 
goes into the shooter’s position, and a 
better rifle won’t give another shoot- 
er any real advantage if his hold is 
just a shade less steady or when the 
wind starts sashayin’ around as it 
almost always will. Many shooters 
get too involved in equipment itself. 
My rifle with only a custom trigger 
was thus not a very large investment. 
The investment was in the time taken 


to learn and refine a steady position 
on the open range. Vic’s rifle, I be- 
lieve, was growing whiskers, before 
it was stolen, and mine has a serious 
case of five o’clock shadow, but they 
will continue to produce winning 
scores when the holding and doping 
is done. Why does not one rifle win 
all the matches just in California for 
example? Simply because the rifle 
IS NOT the major factor in prone 
victories. 

I have watched the man many of 
us out here consider the best doper 
going, George Stidworthy, fire 400 
rounds on a Friday before a two-day 
3200 prone match. His records have 
come out of his affinity for hard 
work and analysis of the myriad of 
problems in the prone game that 
must be overcome to win. I watched 
George shoot his fabulous record of 
1600-154x’s in wind conditions that 
left most of us astonished and be- 
wildered. It is more than just a 
“recreational” sport to George. 

In thinking of prone as merely a 
“recreational” sport, Gary overlooks 
a point in all sports. It is not THE 
sport itself that demands a “blood 
and gut” attitude from the competi- 
tor, or an easier approach. It is the 
individual in any sport who decides 
himself, just what amount of dedi- 
cation and desire he or she will 
bring to the game. 

We can play at either the prone 
game or the position game or go for 
absolute broke in either one. It is 
hardly to be decided for us. It is 
our decision alone. Many people 
combine the two attitudes. We have 
weeks or months when we can get 
away from our jobs for extended ac- 
tivities, and other times when it is 
not at all feasible. 

It takes a tremendous amount of 
self-sacrifice, dedication, and ability 
to become World or Olympic 
Champion as Gary has, All champi- 
ons have been helped on their way 
to the top, too, by counsel of other 
shooters, coaches, friends, parents, 
etc. Many of the dollars that helped 
build the Olympic funds to send our 
teams on their way were contributed 
by prone shooters. It takes the same 
dedication and sacrifice and desire 
to win a 3200 two-day prone match. 
Believe me, it is tough. I think we 
should also have our chance of going 
all the way to the top as Gary and 
other position shooters have. Not by 
changing our sport and having to 
take up a new one, but by being 
allowed to shoot our own event, the 
English match. 

This country’s present attitude, or 
to be more precise, the attitude of a 
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very few in our country, is that we 
must fill all four spots on the Olym- 
pic team in those three events with 
position shooters. <A large part of 
this attitude stems from the belief 
that about the only important thing 
in these games is to win the gold 
medals. The credo of the Olympic 
Games, the historical tradition, much 
abused, is PARTICIPATION. We 
have lost that spirit. Some other 
nations, too, have set it aside. You 
could call it a modern tragedy. It is 
nothing less. It is precisely this atti- 
tute that makes it so convenient to 
ignore and snub 18,000 shooters here 
in the United States. 

Future generations might well 
wonder why all the fuss about win- 
ners and records. It is quite possi- 
ble that yet unborn sociologists will 
put us down for some of the ideas 
we evidently hold so dear. And they 
may be quite correct in so doing. 
They may well wonder at an attitude 
that says, ignore this group (though 
it may be the largest one) for the 
benefit of these few, and for a gold 
medal. 

It is possible to lose while win- 
ning. It is possible, too, to lose 
something infinitely larger than that 
which you win. There is not a thing 
wrong inherently with a gold medal. 
There could very well be something 
wrong with the process with which 
you undertake to win one. 

If we believe that winning is all- 
important (I have serious doubts 
about this, and the aforementioned 
polled position shooters agreed on 
this point to a man) then let us look 
at another idea. The best team to get 
a shot at a gold medal in the English 
Match would most certainly include 
a prone shooter if he or she won the 
tryout. In baseball, you don’t leave 
the .365 hitter sitting in the dugout. 
Neither in International shooting, 
should you leave a winner sitting 
back in the States. 

This country has outstanding 
shooters in both the prone game and 
in the position game. Many shoot 
both sports. Instead of making the 
suggestion that one or the other two 
sports be shoved into a lesser cate- 
sory, we might do much better to 
center our thoughts on making use of 
the top people in both sports, giving 
all equal opportunity. 


To play the best winning percent- 
ages, I believe that one of the four- 
man team should be the winner of 
the prone match tryout. I believe 
most sincerely it would be fairer and 
that, year in and year out, it should 
bring home bigger slices of bacon. 
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Another in the Custom Action Sertes 


It is with a sense of profound hu- 
mility (that the reader will discover 
to be fully justified as we go along) 
that your scribe takes pen in hand 
to discuss the Shilen custom action. 
There are many men more versed in 
the lore of this particular item than 
the author ... there is only one 
drawback ... they don’t agree on 
important facts as to background 
history. Men whose integrity is 
beyond reproach, whose word is 
their bond, who would be thrown to 
the lions in the Coloseum before 
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The 
Shilen 


(PART I) 


By DAVE BRENNAN 
Winding Hills Road 
East Granby, Conn, 06026 


deviating a knat’s eyelash from truth 
... just try and compare the notes 
taken in interviews with ten of them 
. on the Shilen action. It is im- 
possible that Lucifer and Michael the 
Archangel could disagree more. 
This article will undoubtedly be the 
beginning of the end of the author’s 
writing career. Within hours of this 
issue reaching subscribers’ homes, 
angry letters will begin to pour in to 
the editor ... questioning the intelli- 
gence of this author; phone calls... 


some obscene, some on a “collect” 
bases . . . (some both) will begin 
arriving at my home. A movement 
will start to revoke my IBS member- 
ship; an offer to trade me to a rival 
Association for a pound of H-380 will 
be curtly rejected. 

None the less, let fate what will, 
the time has come to tell the tale. 
The original Shilen, custom action 
ranks with the Hart and the Weber 
in quantities produced (well in ex- 
cess of 200). Chosen by many of the 
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nation’s leading shooters and first 
place winners in scores of registered 
matches, its popularity continues un- 
abated today. Take a look at the 
IBS Nationals in ’71, heavy varmint 
class. A Shilen actioned gun won 
the 100 yard crown, and top ten 
rankings in grand aggregate found 
Shilens occupying second, fourth, 
sixth and seventh spots. Rather an 
impressive performance for a ten- 
year-old design in a field where im- 
provements are constantly taking 
place. Nor was this merely a “lucky” 
year; a Shilen action gun won the 
heavy varmint grand aggregate at 
the ’70 Nationals; and placed three 
in the top ten at the ’69 Nationals. 
Their place in the shooting history 
of the last decade is secure, and they 
show no sign of letting up as we 
enter the present decade. On to 
history. ... 

The first Shilen actions, two in 
number, were made by Ed Shilen in 
the machine shop of his friend, Ross 
Sherman, in Dryden, New York, dur- 
ing the winter of 1960. Two com- 
plete rifles were made, Ed and Ross 
each having one. That summer they 
shot together in five matches, and 
between them took first and second 
place in the heavy varmint grand 
aggregate at each shoot. Ed’s gun 
(serial #1) is now owned by Norman 
Fahr of Rock Stream, New York, and 
the one used by Ross was later sold 
to Doug Hall of Stockbridge, Mass. 
These two guns did not differ much 
from the later ones except for Mauser 
type triggers and extractors of the 
M-16 type. 

The decision was then made by Ed 
Shilen, in view of the astonishing 
success of the two experimental 
actions, to go into commercial pro- 
duction of the action. From the first 
part of 1961 until Ed left Dryden 
(July 1, 1963), approximately one 
hundred of the actions were made. 


During this period of production 
in Dryden, the meticulous records 
of Ross Sherman are of much as- 
sistance. His records show 111 of 
the helical cocking cams as having 
been made in his shop during this 
period. It is known that the SS and 
D stage of their production (at Clin- 
ton Corners, New York) commenced 
with serial number 101. There is 
apparently a discrepancy here, be- 
tween the numbers of 101 and 111. 
However, it must be remembered that 
left handed actions were not as- 
signed the next number in rotation, 
but rather used the serial number of 
the preceding action ... the differ- 
ence being the suffix “L” after the 
serial number. 


During the Dryden era of pro- 
duction, certain changes were made, 
there being three worthy of note. 
First, the cocking piece in the bolt 
rear was enclosed, in a fashion still 
used on Weatherby rifles today. 
Second, the bolt stop was changed 
from a spring-loaded “button” type 
on the left hand side of the action 
exterior wall to a more stylish bolt 
release on the rear of the action, in 
the appropriate location where found 
on Winchester model 70’s. Both of 
these changes did much to improve 
the appearance of the rifle action. 
Third, the extractor was changed in 
1962 from the Remington type to a 
flat spring with a hook on the end. 


Initial price, upon the commence- 
ment of production in 1961 was $95.00 
for the action, complete with trigger. 
It was believed that only the first 
two experimental models had Mauser 
triggers, and that all subsequent trig- 
gers were of Remington type. How- 
ever, Steve Borsh, who has an out- 
standing collection of Shilen rifles, 
also owns serial #25 rifle, and that 
has a Mauser trigger. In the study 
of Shilen actions, you must realize 
there is an exception to every rule; it 
is occasionally difficult to determine 
which is the exception and which is 
the rule. 


Courtesy of John Kohler, your 
writer has in his possession a four 
page brochure of Shilen rifles, from 
the 1962 period. The action is de- 
scribed as follows: receiver and bolt 
made from hardened and drawn 
chrome-moly steel. Receiver length 
of 8.850 inches; receiver diameter of 
1.335 inches. Weight of action com- 
plete — 2 pounds, 13 ounces. Barrel 
tenon size—one inch diameter X14- 
T.P.I. x one inch long. Receiver is 
drilled and tapped for scope blocks 
and Redfield International receiver 
sight. Action was provided with 
light weight alloy trigger guard, and 
allen head guard screws. Two bolt 
faces were available in the standard 
action .222 or .30-06. Optional side 
safety at no extra charge. Price at 
the time was $125.00 for this standard 


action, complete with 40-x trigger. A 
left handed action was available at 
$135.00 price tag. The Remington 2- 
ounce trigger was an optional extra, 
with a $40.00 charge. 

A magnum action was available, at 
a price tag of $130.00. The standard 
action could accommodate the “medi- 
um length” cartridges, up to .308 in 
length. The magnum action was 
identical to the standard action, ex- 
cept that receiver and bolt were each 
a half inch longer than standard. 
This magnum model could be had 
with either the .30-06 bolt face or 
the .300 H&H bolt face. Base price 
was $130.00, with a left hand version 
priced at $140.00. 

A “bench rest action,” intended for 
the heavy bench rest gun, was also 
made in the Dryden era. About ten 
were all that were manufactured 
(none were made in Clinton Cor- 
ners). Today these actions are about 
as scarce as polar bears in Hawaii; 
many shooters have never seen one. 
They were and are beautiful pieces 
however. The brochure lists specifi- 
cations: Receiver diameter of 1-15/16 
inch. Receiver length of 16 inches. 
Weight 9% pounds. Barrel tenon 
size of 1-1/8” diameter, x 12 T.P.I. x 
2” long. Five guard screws. Dis- 
tance center to center of scope blocks 
—11”. Inside diameter of receiver 
extension—1%”. Bolt face for either 
.222 or .30-06. Price of the complete 
action was $150.00. 

While at Dryden, workmen in- 
volved in the actual manufacture, in 
addition to Ed Shilen, himself, were 
Ross Sherman and Harry Bente (a 
model maker for N.C.R., and an ex- 
cellent workman). 


It is of note that on March 14, 1961, 
Shilen action #6 was sold to Lynn 
Hunt, of Rock Stream, New York. 
That action had a Hart barrel fitted 
and chambered by Ross Sherman. 
With this rifle Lynn set the existing 
record for 100 yard heavy varmint 
aggregate of .2189, in 1964. That 
record has stood up for seven years 
now. 

(Next page please) 


The CLASSIC VARMINT RIFLE — A Shilen 13!/2 lb. .222 Heavy Varmint Class 
(Owned by Bob Wade of Bloomfield, Conn.) 
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—Photography by John Kohler of Avon, Conn. 
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Still Another in the Custom Action Series 


The 
Shilen 


Before departing, bag and baggege, 
halfway across New York State... 
from Dryden to Clinton Corners, we 
shall pause briefly to review the NRA 
evaluation of the Shilen action, ap- 
pearing in the “Dope Bag” section of 
the April, 1962 issue of “The Ameri- 
can Rifleman.” Appearing as it did, 
in a national publication, whose 
technical editors are not at all ad- 
verse to hurling brickbats at pro- 
ducts they find less than satisfactory, 
the favorable report on the Shilen 
action had to do much to enhance 
its rapidly increasing reputation. In- 
deed, the very next item reviewed in 
Dope Bag of that issue came from 
one of the nation’s leading manu- 
facturers of reloading equipment, 


By DAVE BRENNAN 
36 Wynding Hills Road 
East Granby, Conn. 06026 
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(PART II) 


The 


Clinton 
Corners 
Era 


but that did not deter the NRA evalu- 
ators from giving it 43 kinds of hell, 
and they concluded by terming it 
both unsatisfactory and possibly 
dangerous. 

The NRA review was sub-titled, 
“Well-made actions for precision 
rifles come in two sizes.” There fol- 
lows a well-written technical de- 
scription of the type the NRA does 
so well. “Receiver and bolt are of 
SAE 4150 steel and are heat-treated. 
The receiver is made from round 
stock, and is 1.33” in diameter. It is 
enclosed, except for the cartridge 
port on the side. The bolt is .90” in 
diameter. The swept back bolt handle 
is brazed to the bolt body and is 
shaped to clear a low scope. The 
bolt has 4 locking lugs in two op- 
posed banks which engage corre- 
sponding lug recesses within the re- 
ceiver ring. Root of the bolt handle 
lies within a cut in the receiver wall 
and functions as an auxiliary safety 
lug. Face of the bolt is counterbored 


deeply to shroud the cartridge head. 
The short rotating hook extractor is 
secured to the bolt head with a screw 
and lies in 6 o’clock position when 
bolt is closed. There is no ejector; 
fired cartridge cases must be picked 
out of the receiver with the fingers. 

“Body of the bolt has 6 deep longi- 
tudinal grooves which serve to de- 
crease friction and lighten the bolt. 
A gas port in the bolt body vents 
into a corresponding port in lift side 
of receiver. A gas port on the oppo- 
site side vents through the cartridge 
port in the receiver. 

“Primary cocking of the striker 
mechanism is done on opening of the 
bolt. Striker fall is about .25” and 
this short fall coupled with a strong 
firing pin spring gives fast lock-time. 
Root of the bolt handle engages a 
curved cam surface on the receiver 
bridge to accomplish initial ex- 
traction as bolt handle is lifted. 

“The bolt sleeve screws into rear 
of the bolt and shrouds end of the 
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striker assembly. There is no visi- 
ble indicator to show when striker 
mechanism is cocked, nor is there a 
mechanical safety. 


“The bolt-stop assembly is attached 
to the left rear side of the receiver. 
It aso functions as the bolt guide be- 
cause the end of the stop rides in a 
longitudinal flute milled in the side 
of the bolt. The bolt-stop button 
must be retracted to withdraw bolt 
from the receiver. 


“The receiver does not have an 
integral recoil lug, but a barrel 
bracket with integral recoil lug is 
furnished with each action. This fits 
over the barrel tenon and is clamped 
between face of receiver and barrel 
shoulder.” 


Several details as to price and 
model options, the substance of 
which were quoted in part one of 
this article follow. The Dope Bag 
statement, “quality of machine work 
is very good” is a statement that 
present-day owners of these rifles 
would certainly agree to. 


That slight detour out of the way 
on to Clinton Corners, New York, a 
small town northeast of Poughkeep- 
sie (the latter being on the east bank 
of the Hudson River), opposite the 
northwest section of Connecticut. 
The latest Rand-McNally road atlas 
does not show Clinton Corners, so 
you will have to take our word for 
the fact that our directions are cor- 
rect. Even in the precise world of 
bench-resting, some things must be 
taken on faith alone; our directions 
as to Clinton Corners’ approximate 
whereabouts come under this head- 
ing. 

In the May, 1963 issue of Precision 
Shooting Magazine appears Ed Shil- 
en’s announcement that as of July 1, 
1963, he has merged with the firm of 
SS&D (Shooters Service and Dewey, 
Inc.), and will fill all future orders 
from that location. 


Shortly after July 1st, the first 
batch (25 in number) of Shilen 
actions were started at Clinton Cor- 
ners, with the actual machine work 
being done by Ed Shilen and Paul 
Webb. These reportedly (and this is 
a disputed point) re-started serial 
numbers (resulting in duplication of 
serial numbers with the Dryden 
models), and sold for $150.00 each, 
this price including a Remington 40-x 
trigger. This first grouping was sold 
without the SS&D stamping on the 
left hand side of the receiver that 
was to distinguish later runs of the 
action. 

About this time a vague suspicion 
began to form in the heads of the 


SS&D people that maybe the pro- 
duction of Shilen actions was not 
exactly a profit leader. Accordingly, 
a time and material check was made 
on the second unit of 25 being made. 
This turned up the amusing fact that 
it was costing them $176.00 apiece 
to manufacture actions selling for 
$150.00. A council of war was 
promptly held, and in the midst of 
the hysteria that presumably pre- 
vailed, someone thoughtlessly and 
cruelly remarked that they appeared 
to be losing money on the manu- 
facture of Shilen actions. Two possi- 
bilities were immediately apparent: 
either Ed could do away with him- 
self by the process of hurling him- 
self upon a Parker-Hale cleaning rod 
with pointed jag, or they could raise 
the price. While the matter was be- 
ing debated vigorously, Ed managed 
to hide all the P-H rods in the shop, 
and general accord was then reached 
on raising the price to $200. It is of 
note that some years later, as pro- 
duction ended at Clinton Corners, the 
price for the last batch was $250.00 
each. 

On Good Friday of 1971, your 
writer made a trip to SS&D to pry 
some facts out of John Dewey on the 
manufacture of the Shilen action. 
The trip was made in a spirit of 
confidence that decent folk would 
be in church or at least meditating 
on their failings that day, and pre- 
sumably the writer would have peace 
and quiet for the interview. Need- 
less to say, the place was full of 
bench-rest shooters, all with the same 
idea, 


The following facts were obtained 
from John Dewey. Some of these 
facts are disputed by other knowl- 
edgeable sources, and we will at- 
tempt to indicate what has general 
acceptance, and what is contentious. 


Fact #1) The first batch of 25 did 
not have the SS&D stamp. Subse- 
quent batches did. 


Fact #2 A total of 162-170 actions 
were made at Clinton Corners. This 
would place overall production, in- 
cluding Dryden, at between 270 and 
280. 


Fact #3) The serial numbers in the 
Clinton Corners era of production 
started in the high 40’s, with #162 
being the final serial number. John 
did not make clear if he regarded 
those that were not SS&D stamped 
as being bona fide Clinton Corners 
guns, or if their serial numbers start- 
ed at #1 or not. It should be noted 
that this fact is disputed by certain 
historians, who insist that #101 was 
the first SS&D serial number. Your 
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author does not agree with this latter 
theory; he takes side with John 
Dewey here. A neighbor and fine 
rifleman, Bob Wade owns SS&D seri- 
al #150 which he purchased from 
SS&D in January, 1966. At the time of 
delivery, Ed remarked to Bob Wade 
that he only had “about a dozen” 
left. This remark lends uncanny 
credence to John Dewey’s opinion 
of 162 total production. Also, your 
writer is quite familiar with John 
Kohler’s tack-driving .222 Shilen 
actioned heavy varmint rifle. This 
rifle was delivered to John on March 
23, 1964, and bears SS&D serial #96. 


Fact #4) The previous practice of 
using an L suffix after the serial 
number was continued, using the 
same serial number as the preceding 
rifle action, but distinguished by the 
ad © ge 

Fact #5) None of the “bench-rest” 
heavy actions were made in Clinton 
Corners. About ten left hand actions 
were made there, and about ten mag- 
num actions. 


The manufacture of the Shilen 
action was discontinued about the 
time Ed left SS&D, to open his shop 
in Irving, Texas in the spring of 1966. 
A great number of varied parts were 
left over, and on days when things 
are slow, John Dewey will make a 
few more parts, since he has 21 
actions in partial completion. Two 
complete actions have been made 
since Ed left, and John hopes to 
finish the remaining 21 in the next 
year or so. When these are finished, 
they will be sold as either barreled 
actions or completed rifles. 

SS&D’s successor, the John Dewey 
Gun Company, stocks the following 
replacement parts for Shilen actions: 
sears for cocking piece, bolt stops, 
and improved extractors. 

Pending John Dewey’s completion 
of the 21 partially finished actions 
in his shop, the only way to acquire 
a Shilen action is to buy a used one, 
usually with the rest of the rifle 
attached. This is more easily said 
than done, because their owners do 
not take kindly to suggestions that 
their day is past. Current going 
prices for used Shilen rifles are in 
the $300-$400 range, if you can find 
one for sale, 

In sad conclusion, the final retail 
ad for the Shilen action appeared in 
the May, 1966 issue of “Precision 
Shooting’s” classified section. It read 
simply, “Last available Shilen SS&D 
Heavy Varmint bench rifle, caliber 
.308. Regular laminated stock, Can- 
jar trigger, $415.00 Five years later, 
that is regarded as a fair price for 
the gun, in used condition. 
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Something New 
For Benchrest 
Shooters 


By LT. COL. RICK HORNBECK 
RD #1, Box 51 
Pine Bush, N. Y. 12566 


* 


Something new has been added, or 
will be very shortly. Wichita Engi- 
neering & Supply Inc. of Wichita, 
Kansas has been making a fine rifle 
rest, going by the name of “Wichita 
Precision Rifle Rest” used through- 
out the United States and in other 
countries by Bench competitors for 
ten years-now. This little rest was 
an outgrowth of their large front 
rifle rest for the Bench Rest class. 
The big rest came first, and the more 
widely used smaller one is just 1/3 
smaller. They also make rear rests 
for the Experimental rifle. Wichita 
Engineering has wanted to produce 
additional equipment for the sport 
and are now in the process of tool- 
ing up for a number of new offer- 
ings 


A little background might be in 
order about the people behind the 


name of Wichita Engineering. N. C. 
Jackson and son Nolan are both 
bench rest competitors. They have 
a vast background in manufacturing 
precision components in support of a 
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number of aircraft plants in Wichita. 
Both have established standards for 
fit and finish that leave nothing to 
be desired. They were introduced to 
bench shooting by Henry Barton, 
nationally known for his fine per- 
formance on the bench, a master 
machinist with a dogmatic attitude 
about precision in all things. At the 
very outset, we see a vast amount of 
talent, all engaged in Bench Rest 
competition. 

One new item now just getting 
started is an action and trigger. It 
will be offered with four different 
receivers, with or without a maga- 
zine. The outside diameter of the 
action is 1.200”. It is round, and 
sports a nice hefty recoil lug into 
which the front guard screw is 
threaded, giving a good supply of 
threaded area to this high stress 
area. The bolt is .875” outside di- 
ameter, has three locking lugs. The 
cocking block at the rear of the bolt 
has a high speed tool insert brazed 
in it for the sear. The balance of 
the action and bolt are made of 4140 
steel. The trigger is adjustable. The 


bolt handle is nicely checkered on 
the top, and is hollow to help hold 
down weight where there is no re- 
quirement for it. Floor plates for 
the actions supplied with magazines 
have hinged floor plates. 

In addition, Varmint rifles will be 
offered, complete, as soon as a final 
stock design is decided upon. Cur- 
rent plans are to offer rifles in cal. 
17, 222, 222 Mag., 6-47, 22-250 and 
243, 

For those who want to go really 
first class, a set of reloading dies 
will be offered, chambered with the 
same reamer on the same setup as the 
barrel is chambered, thereby making 
a perfectly matched set of dies for 
an individual rifle. 

This new project for Wichita Engi- 
neering is just getting started. We 
have not had an opportunity to in- 
spect directly or to use this action, 
but based on personal observations 
of how this outfit does things, we 
can expect a first rate product. The 
foregoing may have slight changes in 
design. Literature will shortly be 
available. 


Lt. Col. Rick Hornbeck 
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